
Use of Photocopies in the Examinations 
For  Dean’s and Bishop’s Awards 

 
It is permissible to use photocopies of material that is in the public domain – please do 
not forget that in addition to the composer’s and author’s copyrights (which last for 
seventy years following their death) there is also a graphic copyright owned by the 
publisher that exists for twenty five years from the date of publication. 
 
The syllabus makes it quite clear that the use of illegal photocopies is prohibited in 
these examinations and candidates will be disqualified if they use, or provide for the 
examiners use, such copies. 
 
It is appreciated that this can cause problems where the music that is chosen is 
available in large volumes. The Music Publishers Association Code of Practice for 
copying music allows for copying in such cases for Adjudicators at Music Festivals 
but not for examiners use. In general in order to make copies for use of the examiners 
the person entering the candidates would need to obtain individual permission to copy 
from the copyright holders and to document this permission for the examiners. 
  
However to alleviate the situation we have obtained agreement from Oxford 
University Press and Canterbury Press (Hymns Ancient and Modern) that copies may 
be made for our examiners use on the terms detailed below. It is important that these 
conditions are strictly observed as the publishers can withdraw this privilege at any 
time. All copies made under this agreement will be retained by the examiners and 
destroyed after the examinations. 
 
Oxford University Press 
 
Two copies may be made of the following: (1) works contained in The New Church 
Anthem Book or The New Oxford Easy Anthem Book provided Oxford University 
Press owns the copyright, works which are owned by others may not be copied. (2) 
Words and tunes that appear in the following hymnals where the copyright is owned 
by Oxford University Press may also be copied: New English Hymnal, Ancient and 
Modern New Standard, Ancient and Modern Revised, Common Praise. 
 
Application must be made to the Awards Secretary not less than 14 days before the 
examination stating the items that are to be copied and enclosing a stamped self-
addressed envelope that the Awards Secretary will use to supply OUP authorisation 
labels. The Awards Secretary will provide a return to OUP after each examination 
session stating the works that have been copied.  
 
Canterbury Press (Hymns Ancient and Modern) 
 
Two copies may be made of words and tunes that appear in the following hymnals 
where the copyright is owned by the Canterbury Press (Hymns Ancient and Modern): 
New English Hymnal, Ancient and Modern New Standard, Ancient and Modern 
Revised, Common Praise. Where a third party owns the copyright the items cannot be 
copied under this permission. 
 


