THE EUCHARIST WITH CONFIRMATION

Order of Service

for

ORDER OF SERVICE

The Gathering

At the entry of the ministers a hymn is sung.

The Greeting

The Bishop greets the people:

Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

All:
Blessed be his Kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen 

There is one body and one spirit
All:
There is one hope to which we are called;

one Lord, one faith, one baptism,

All:
one God and Father of all.

Peace be with you

All:  
and also with you.

The Bishop introduces the service.
The Collect for Baptism

The Bishop introduces a period of silent prayer.

The Collect is said:

Heavenly Father;

by the power of your Holy Spirit

you give to your faithful people new life 
in the water of baptism.

Guide and strengthen us by the same Spirit,

that we who are born again 
may serve you in faith and love,

and grow into the full stature 
of your Son, Jesus Christ,

who is alive and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit now and for ever.

All:
Amen.

The Liturgy of the Word

Epistle Reading:   
At the end the reader says

This is the word of the Lord

All:
Thanks be to God

Gradual Hymn

Gospel Reading:  

When the Gospel is announced the reader says

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to N.
All:
Glory to you, O Lord.

At the end

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

All:
Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon

The Liturgy of Initiation

Presentation of the Candidates

The candidates for confirmation are seated with their sponsors before the Bishop.

The Bishop asks the candidates for confirmation:

Do you wish to be baptised?

Candidates:
Yes
The Bishop asks the candidates:

Are you ready from your own heart to accept Jesus Christ?

Candidates:
Yes
The Bishop addresses the whole congregation
Faith is the gift of God to his people.

In baptism, the Lord is adding to our number those whom he is calling.

People of God, will you welcome these candidates and uphold them in their life in Christ?

All:
With the help of God, we will.
Decision

A large candle is lit.  The Bishop addresses all the candidates

In baptism, God calls us out of darkness into his marvellous light.

Therefore I ask:

Do you love darkness?

Candidates:  No

Do you want to think just about yourself?

Candidates:  No

Do you want to hurt others?

Candidates:  No

To follow Christ means dying to sin and rising to new life with him.

So I ask:

Do you love Jesus?

Candidates:  Yes

Will you follow Jesus?

Candidates:  Yes

Will you walk with Jesus?

Candidates:  Yes

May almighty God deliver you from the powers of darkness, restore in you the image of his glory, and lead you in the light and obedience of Christ 

Candidates:  Amen. 

A large bowl and jug of water are brought.  
The congregation stand and sing. 

Hymn

The Bishop says

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

Blessed are you, sovereign God of all,
to you be glory and praise for ever.
You are our light and our salvation.
From the deep waters of death
you have raised your Son to life in triumph.

Grant that all who are baptised in these waters

may be  born anew by water and the Spirit,
daily be renewed in your image,
and serve you in newness of life;
through your anointed Son, Jesus Christ,
to whom with you and the Holy Spirit
we lift our voices of praise,

now and for ever 

All:
Amen.
Profession of Faith

The Bishop addresses the congregation:

Let us affirm
our common faith in Jesus Christ.

Do you believe and trust in God the Father,
source of all being and life,
the one for whom we exist?

All:      Yes
Do you believe and trust in God the Son,
who took our human nature,
died for us and rose again?

All:      Yes
Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit,
who gives life to the people of God
and makes Christ known in the world?

All:      Yes
[If appropriate] The Bishop conditionally baptises each candidate saying

N, If you are not already baptised, I baptise you in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit  

All:
Amen
The congregation and candidates say together:

All:
Almighty God,
we thank you that we are part
of the family of the baptised.


Help us to be ready for that day
when the whole creation 
shall be made perfect 
in your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.


Amen

The font/bowl of water is removed 

The congregation sits or kneels in prayer for the candidates.
Confirmation

The Bishop stands before those who are to be confirmed and says:

Our help is in the name of the Lord

All:
who has made heaven and earth.

Blessed be the name of the Lord,

All:
now and for ever.

Amen.
The Bishop extends his hands towards those to be confirmed, and says:

Almighty and ever living God,
you have given your servants new birth
in baptism by water and the Spirit,
and have forgiven them all their sins.

Let your Holy Spirit rest upon them:

the Spirit of wisdom and understanding;
the Spirit of counsel and inward strength;
the Spirit of knowledge and true godliness;

and let their delight be in the fear of the Lord.  

All:
Amen.

The candidates are presented to the Bishop, who anoints them with the Oil of Chrism, saying:

N., God has called you by name
and made you his own.

Then he lays his hand on the head of each, saying: 

Confirm, O Lord, your servant with your Holy Spirit.  

All:
Amen.

After he has laid hands on all the candidates, the Bishop invites the congregation to pray for all those on whom hands have been laid.

All:
Defend, O Lord, these your servants, 
with your heavenly grace,
that they may continue yours for ever,
and daily increase in your Holy Spirit
more and more
until they come to your everlasting kingdom.  Amen.

The Liturgy of the Sacrament

The Peace

The Bishop introduces the Peace, and then says:

The peace of the Lord be always with you

All:
and also with you.
A minister says

Let us welcome the candidates with applause.

Preparation of the Table

Taking of the Bread and Wine
The Bishop receives the bread and wine.  
A hymn is sung as the table is prepared.

Remain standing or sitting as you feel able.

The Eucharistic Prayer

The Lord be with you

All:
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.

All:
We lift them to the Lord
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God

All:
It is right to give thanks and praise.
It is right to praise you, 
Father, Lord of all creation;
in your love you made us for yourself.

When we turned away
you did not reject us,
but came to meet us in your Son.

All:
You embraced us as your children
and welcomed us to sit and eat with you.

In Christ you shared our life
that we might live in him and he in us.

All:
He opened his arms of love upon the cross
and made for all the perfect sacrifice for sin.

On the night he was betrayed,
at supper with his friends
he took bread, and gave you thanks;
he broke it and gave it to them, saying:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.

All:
Father, we do this in remembrance of him:
his body is the bread of life.

At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine,
he gave you thanks, and said:
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins;
do this in remembrance of me.

All:
Father, we do this in remembrance of him:
his blood is shed for all.

As we proclaim his death 
and celebrate his rising in glory,
send your Holy Spirit that this bread and this wine
may be to us the body and blood of your dear Son.

All:
As we eat and drink these holy gifts
make us one in Christ, our risen Lord.

With your whole Church throughout the world
we offer you this sacrifice of praise
and lift our voice to join the eternal song of Heaven:

All:
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

We say together The Lord’s Prayer:
All:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who
trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
for thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever.
Amen.
We break this bread
to share in the body of Christ.

All:
Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.

God’s holy gifts
for God’s holy people.

All:
Jesus Christ is holy.
Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.

Giving of Communion

The Bishop and people receive communion. 

Authorised words of distribution are used and the communicant replies:

Amen.

During the distribution hymns are sung…

Prayer after Communion

All stand

Let us give thanks together:

All:
We thank you,


holy Father,
for feeding us with the body and 

blood of Jesus.

Help us to be more like him,
and send us out
in the power of the Holy Spirit
to live and work
to your praise and glory.

Amen.

The Conclusion

Sending Out

The Bishop blesses the people

A Hymn is sung:
At the end of the hymn a minister gives a glow light to those upon whom hands have been laid

The Bishop says:

God has delivered us from darkness into light.
You have received the light of Christ:
walk in this light all the days of your life.

Walk in the light of Christ.

All: 
Thanks be to God Alleluia, Alleluia. 
Amen.

