DEANERY EUCHARIST

TO CONCLUDE THE MINISTRY OF M, AND TO COMMISSION

N. IN HIS NEW MINISTRY AS RURAL DEAN

AND TO 

CELEBRATE THE CONTINUING MINISTRY OF THE PEOPLE OF GOD IN THE DEANERY OF X.

at the Parish Church  X.

on 

(NB [not for inclusion] The service will be a concelebration with the Arhdeacon and the new Rural Dean)

THE GATHERING

At the entry of the Ministers this hymn is sung

HYMN 
THE GREETING

The Bishop greets the people

Grace, mercy and peace 

from God our Father

and the Lord Jesus Christ 

be with you.

And also with you

The Bishop introduces the service

Prayers of Penitence

are led by the Archdeacon.

Your righteousness, Lord, is like the strong mountains:

and your justice as the great deep.

With you is the well of life: and in your light shall we see light.

O continue your righteous dealing to those who are true of heart.


You raise the dead to life in the Spirit;


Lord have mercy.


Lord have mercy


You bring pardon and peace to the broken in heart;


Christ have mercy


Christ have mercy


You make one by your Spirit the torn and divided;


Lord have mercy


Lord have mercy

The Bishop says

May Almighty God, have mercy upon you, 

pardon and deliver you from all your sins,

and keep you in life eternal;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen

The Collect
The Bishop introduces a period of silent prayer with

Let us pray

[The Collect of the day]

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

First Reading [of the day]

The Reader may say

This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God

GRADUAL HYMN 
The Gospel [chosen by the incoming Rural Dean, read by the Archdeacon]

The congregation remain standing

When the Gospel is announced the Archdeacon says

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to 

Glory to you, O Lord

At the end

This is the Gospel of the Lord

Praise to you, O Christ

The Sermon       The Bishop

Hymn (short – or 2-3 verses only of a longer one)

 The Commissioning

The people stand, the Archdeacon, M and N. stand before the Bishop.
The Archdeacon says

Bishop, M’s term of office as Rural Dean of X has come to an end.  I present N as his chosen successor and pray that you will license him for this work among us.

The Bishop replies

I gladly accept your presentation and pray that God’s blessing may rest upon it.

Brothers and Sisters in Christ, we have come together for the commissioning of the new Rural Dean of X.. From early times Bishops have chosen wise and respected priests to share with them in the apostolic leadership of the church’s mission, the pastoral care of the clergy and the general oversight of the parishes. I have chosen N. to undertake this ministry as your Rural Dean.

I ask those of you here present : 

Are you willing that he should be admitted to this office?

We are.

In his duties he will need the loyalty and love of you all. Do you promise to give him that support and to uphold him in your prayers?

We do.
The people and M sit.

Bishop : A Rural Dean is to be among God’s people as one who serves. He is to guide the Chapter, building them up in fellowship. He is to care for all the clergy and lay ministers and their families, and to watch over the needs of parishes when their priest is sick or the benefice is vacant. He shares the chairing of the Deanery Synod, helping the members to work together for God’s kingdom both within the Deanery and beyond.

N., in order that we may know your mind and purpose, and that you yourself may be strengthened in your resolve to fulfil these duties, I now ask you these questions –

Will you be diligent in the pastoral oversight of the parishes within your deanery, assisting the clergy and churchwardens in their spiritual and material responsibilities?

N. : With help of God, I will

Will you work loyally with the Lay Chairman of the Synod and all who hold office in your deanery, so that with one heart and mind you may all care for the good ordering of Christ’s Church and its mission to the world?

N. : With the help of God, I will.

Will you regularly summon members of the Chapter, so that you may take counsel together for your ministry among the people of the X. Deanery and the parishes in it?

N. : With the help of God, I will.
Will you be faithful in the spiritual leadership of those committed to your charge, seeking to promote among them faith, hope and love, that bearing one another’s burdens you may together fulfil the law of Christ and make known to all his truth and his grace?

N. : With the help of God, I will.
The Bishop stands and says

May God who has given you the will to undertake all these things, give you also the strength to perform them; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.            Amen
N. kneels before the Bishop who calls the congregation to prayer.

God our Father, Lord of all the world, 

through your Son you have called us into the fellowship of your universal Church;

Hear our prayer for your faithful people,

that in their vocation and ministry,

each may be an instrument of your love 

and give to your servant N.,

now to be commissioned as Rural Dean, 

the needful gifts of grace;  

through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 

who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen

The Bishop reads the Commission, and hands the Commission to the Rural Dean, saying

Take authority for this pastoral care which is both mine and yours, in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.                  Amen.
The Bishop lays his hand on the head of the Rural Dean and says

May the God of peace himself sanctify you wholly, 

and pour upon you the riches of his grace,

and the blessing of God Almighty, Father Son and Holy Spirit be upon you now and always.               Amen.
The Lay Chair of the X. Deanery Synod moves to stand before the Bishop, who says

P., as Lay Chair of the Synod and in partnership with your new Rural Dean, will you continue to perform this office with care, to the honour of God and the benefit of his Church?

P:  With the help of God, I will.

The Lay Chair kneels before the Bishop who calls the congregation to prayer.

Lord God, heavenly Father,

grant to your Church today

the faith of her apostles,

the hope of the martyrs

and the love of her Lord,

even Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray

Amen

P. may the Lord enable and uphold you in this ministry, and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit rest upon you. Amen

The people stand.

The Rural Dean and Lay Chair stand with the Bishop who addresses the congregation.

I present your new Rural Dean and your Lay Chair of Synod, will you support them in their ministries?

With the help of God, we will

The Bishop says

I invite you to greet them warmly.

RECOMMITMENT  OF THE DEANERY CHAPTER

All clergy and Lay ministers and members of the Deanery Chapter stand.

Bishop : We are gathered here today not only to commission the new rural Dean but also to celebrate the ministry and mission of this Deanery.

As we do so we recall the words of Saint Paul:

There is one body and one Spirit

One Lord, one faith, one baptism

One God and Father of all

who is above all and through all and in all

There are varieties of gifts

But the same spirit

There are varieties of service

But the same Lord

Now you are the body of Christ and individually 

  members of it.

For in the one Spirit we were all baptised

into one body.

Let us pray

Almighty God, who called your Church to witness that in Christ you were reconciling the world to yourself;

help us so to proclaim the good news of your love,

that all who hear it may be reconciled to you

through Him who died for us and rose again

and reigns with you in he unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.           Amen

The Bishop says 

Will you affirm your commitment to living 

the Gospel?

With the help of God, we will.

Will you work together to build up the people of God in ministry and in mission?

With the help of God, we will.

Will you be constant in prayer, fervent in love, and watchful for the signs of his Kingdom?

With the help of God, we will.

May God who has given you the desire to do these things, give you also the strength to perform them, through Christ our Lord

Amen

THE LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT

The remaining congregation please stand

The Bishop introduces the Peace

God has made us one in Christ.

He has set his seal upon us,

and as a pledge of what is to come,

has given the Spirit to dwell in our hearts.

The peace of the Lord be always with you

And also with you.

The Rural Dean says

Let us offer one another a sign of peace

All may exchange a sign of peace

HYMN 
During the singing of this hymn a collection is taken for our linked province of the Church in Sudan

Preparation of the Altar

Taking of the Bread and wine

The altar is prepared and bread and wine are placed upon it.

The Bishop takes the bread and wine.                  

The congregation remains standing

The Eucharistic Prayer

The Lord be with you

And also with you

Lift up your hearts

We lift them to the Lord

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God

It is right to give thanks and praise

The president praises God for his mighty acts and all respond

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,

Heaven and earth are full of your glory,

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.

The president recalls the Last Supper. The following acclamation may be used.

Great is the mystery of faith:

Christ has died;

Christ is risen;

Christ will come again.

The prayer continues and leads into the doxology 

to which all respond boldly 

Amen

The Lord’s Prayer

The Bishop says

Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come;

thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation;

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,

for ever and ever. Amen.
The Bishop breaks the consecrated bread.

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.

Though we are many, we are one body,

because we all share in one bread.

The Agnus Dei

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,

Have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,

Have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,

Grant us peace.

Invitation to Communion

Jesus is the Lamb of God

who takes away the sins of the world

Blessed are those who are called to his supper.

Lord I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word, and I shall be healed
The Bishop and people receive Communion

Post Communion Prayer

The Bishop prays

Heavenly Father, 

whose ascended Son gave gifts of leadership and service to the Church;

Strengthen us who have received this holy food

to be good stewards of your manifold grace,

through him who came not to be served but to serve,

and to give his life as a ransom for many,

Jesus Christ our Lord.       Amen.

HYMN 
The Dismissal

Blessing

The Bishop gives the blessing

The Rural Dean says :-

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

In the name of Christ, Amen
The Bishop leads the Rural Dean through the Church.
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