Missing People Sunday – 8th May 2011
The gospel for the Third Sunday of Easter is the vivid and dramatic narrative of the Road to Emmaus from St Luke’s Gospel.  There is no direct connection between this gospel reading and missing people.  There is however some common ground.  The two disciples tell the stranger, who they do not yet recognise as Jesus, that Jesus has been condemned to death and crucified.  Luke indicates a deep sense of loss.  It is certain that Jesus has been killed.  They were amazed and bewildered by the report of the women who found his tomb empty and spoke of angels saying he was alive.  Those whose loved ones disappear without trace and are missing for a long time share this deep sense of loss.  For them however, unlike those close to Jesus in Emmaus Road story, there is no closure as they live with such questions as, ‘What happened to her?’, and ‘Is he still alive somewhere?’
What has the Church to offer those whose loved ones have been missing for a long time?  From the gospels we know of the deep compassion of Jesus for all who bear the suffering that life thrusts upon us.  We know that Jesus himself endured deep pain, specifically in his dying on the cross for all humanity, drawing us all into God’s love.
The Emmaus Road story ends when Jesus revealed who he was at supper in the breaking of bread.  The season of Easter celebrates the faith of the Church that Jesus as the risen Lord of Easter Day continues to break through the darkness of human life with his glorious new life.  For those whose loved ones have been missing for a long time there is no completion.  The two disciples strongly urged Jesus to stay the night after he walked ahead as if leaving them.  Families and friends of missing people cannot by themselves ‘move on’.  The risen Lord however, offers the joy of new life, a fresh beginning, a real springtime for those who invite him into their lives.
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