Coming soon – put the date in your diary!

A conference for the whole Diocese:
Who will set us free? 

An exploration of Social Justice and the Church. 

20 June 2014, 9.30 – 4 pm : Venue: Amesbury Baptist Church
Often in the past the church has related to people in need from above – asking “what can we do to help these poor people?” But that is only one model of compassion.  Jesus related from alongside, sometimes even from below as a servant, and entered our pain, showing solidarity with the poor. The other meaning of compassion is to “suffer alongside” (com-passion).
That can be a place of personal and church transformation as we face our own prejudices, and learn more about other people’s struggles.

In this conference we look at what it means to be alongside those who have little resources and little power, and see how our faith can inform our thinking.

The main speakers are:

Ann Morisy,a freelance community theologian and lecturer. 

A sociologist by background, she was the director of the Anglican Commission on Urban Life and Faith, which produced the report Faithful Cities in 2006, a follow-up to the Faith in the City report of 1985. Her bestselling books include ‘Beyond the Good Samaritan’, ‘Journeying Out: a New Approach to Christian Mission’ .
Bethany Eckley, Research Manager for the Church Urban Fund. 

In this role, Bethany conducts research about poverty in England, focusing in particular on how churches can best support those living in deprived communities. Previous to her current role, Bethany worked with Oxfam GB, the International Centre for Social Franchising and the Equality and Human Rights Commission. 

Rt. Rev Nicholas Holtam is the Bishop of Salisbury.

 He was previously vicar of St- Martin-in- the- Fields and before that in the Isle of Dogs at the heart of London’s Docklands. He has a deep concern for the poor.
