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‘Beyond the binaries:
beauty, breadth and depth in
Islamic and non-religious

worldviews

Adam Robertson, RE Today
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What/where was your RE meet-cute?

Put some
ideas into
the chat!
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What is religion? ... depends on your etymology

* Religion from the Latin — ‘religio’

Religere: ‘yoke or bind’ Relegere: ‘retrace’ or ‘reread’

Lactantius Cicero

Bond between human and Following customs of community and family
(Christian) God

Exclusive Pluralistic — variation is normal

Faith-centric Ritualistic

Divine Human

Source: Paul Hedges, 2021
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So What? ‘Words, words, words...’

* ‘Dharma’: just duty?

‘Not harming, truthfulness, remaining free
from anger and charity... this is the Sanatana

Dharma (Mahabharata 13.147.22)

‘The Wise say that dharma is whatever is based
on love for all beings. This is the characteristic
mark that distinguishes dharma from
adharma.” (Mahabharata 12.251.24)
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So What? ‘Words, words, words...’

* ‘Deen’: religion or more?

‘This day | have perfected your religion (deen) for you,
completed My favour to you. | have chosen Islam to be

your faith (deen)’ (Sura 5:3)

This day | have perfected your customs (deen) for you,
completed My favour to you. | have chosen submission
(islam) to be your behaviour (deen)’ (Sura 5:3)

Source: Paul Hedges, 2021
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Beyond the Binary — Religion = belief
What do you think about this idea?

Sometimes the term ‘religion” can be helpful or
unhelpfull

Religion as ‘epistemic placeholder’ (Jeppe Sinding
Jensen)
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Bringing in diversity of belief and non-belief from KS1

Key Stage1 Theme: Believing Title: What do some people believe about God?

Religion and Worldview: Christianity and Non religious worldview

Can we, sometimes in
RE,

Learning Qutcomes being — by
» Talk about the ways in which a diSCUSSing non-religious

Christian/ or some Christians might
describe God.

as ‘not’ rather than
* Talk about how not everybody ‘fo r’ ?

believes in God

o Ask puzzling questions
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My name is Dexter and | am a humanist. This means | follow
Humanism. | have a non-religious worldview.

| believe that human life is special and valuable.

| think that we are very lucky to be alive. | think we should try to be
happy and make others happy.

| don’t believe in God. | think we should use our intelligence
(reason) to work out what to do in life.
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Put some | love the Ice in the
Forest story. It help

ideas into ek sl

how to think to make
the Chat! the best choices.

What do you think
the hidden meaning
of the starfish story

might be?
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Could you make a
‘hidden meaning’ box
to show your
interpretations of
these stories?
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Bringing in diversity of belief and non-belief from KS1

Key Stage 1 Unit 2 Theme: Believing
Title: The beginning of the world: what can we tell from the stories people tell ?

Religion and Worldview: lewish / Christian and non religious world view.

P
Learning Outcomes

* Re-tell a story that most Jewish and Christian people tell
about how the world was made

* Talk about how this story might help people think about
God and creation

» Retell the scientific story of the Big Bang that may be
told by many people

* Describe how some Jewish people have a weekly day of
rest (Shabbat- as God rested )

* Communicate your own beliefs and feelings about the

world and how it might have come to be.

Discovery RE Year 1 Does God want Christians to look after the world ? Is Shabbat important to lewish children?”
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Can we, sometimes in
RE, not show that there
is awe, poetry and
beauty in scientific
explanations of the
universe as well as
factual knowledge?
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Bringing in diversity of belief and non-belief from KS1

KS1 Ks2 KS3
Exploring Connecting Applying
Beliefs and concepts (choose
at least four questions)

Is there a God? What and why do Can we, sometimes in

Believing

people believe?
What do some people Beliefs and questions | Death: is it the end? Does it RE' not ShOW that there
believe about God? What do different matter? is awe poetry and
people believe God is Is there a purpose to life? Does s

The beginning of the like?

life have meaning?
world: what can we d

Woy & fhere sutring? beauty in scientific

learn from special .
it Was Jesus God on earth? explanations of the
stories? What matters to What does the Holocaust teach .
Chnstians about us about a Jewish way of life and universe as We" as
- - Easter? about human nature?
grh :ﬂll:ssﬁzg?lmpnrtant Religion and science factual knowled ge?
' What can science and religion tell
us about the universe, world and
life?
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Addressing potential misconceptions |F————=

What percentage of

Christians believe the

world was created in 6

days:
take a Literal account
of the Creation story? ldeas in the

chat!
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Addressing potential misconceptions

A YouGov poll, commissioned by Newman University in Birmingham, has
found that 72% of atheists polled believe that someone who is religious
would not accept evolutionary science. In fact, only 19% of religious
respondents in the poll rejected Darwinian thinking in favour of a literal
reading of the Book of Genesis.

According to the research, nearly thirds of Bri - as well as nearly
three-quarters of atheists - think Christians have to accept the assertion in
Genesis that God created the world in six days and rested on the seventh. But
just 16% of believers accept the creation myth - according to which, in the
words of the questionnaire, “humans and other living things were created by
God and have always existed in their current form”. Only 9% of all Britons
reject evolutionary theory.
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James Carter - Children’s Stor s (B ; ’ \as N /

Aloud by This Little Piggy - YouTube
Privilege story:

Show the innate beauty of a
scientific explanation for origins of

the universe <@\
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rufTWlIRdik
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Progression in KS2: e, R

No gataxies, no stars. no planels and!‘\“
Key Stage 2  Theme: Believing Title: 1.What do different people believe about God? No time, no space, no light and "°.‘°"""!

Religion and Worldview: Christianity and Islam/ Hinduism + Non religious worldview anereinaesil Rall began,

T HAT comé
tro".\?

Calherine lo 7 and
Sleve Williams
Flevireted by Amy Nushand

Dizocoweary RE
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Possibly:
‘How did the
world begin?’
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What do you think
about teaching
questions of origins
of the universe in

school?
How have you

approached
different views and
attitudes?
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Beyond the Binaries: Prayer and worship

B LU P LN EA LR mer .

Worship, pilgrimage

and special places

Where, how and why

do people worship? Do we sometimes give
Why is pilgrimage Expressions of spirituality the impression in RE
important to some What does it mean fo be human? that adherents and
religious believers? | How do humans express their devotees

spirituality?
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Do some predicting...
How many people might pray in the UK?

Make a prediction using some percentages Fi I I i N t h e

How often do people pray? O n I i ne POI I
Py Several times a day

Once a day

Several times a week

Every week

Occasionally (less than once per week
Never

"0 o0 T
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2018
‘About how often do you pray?’ %

oead | 6

Several times a week n |

1, 552 people over 16 in UK
2018, British Social
Attitudes survey

Number of people asked 1,552 Stephen Pett © RE Today 2022
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Religious practice with others or alone?
Other data we can examine.... Do you currently engage in any

religious or spiritual practices
with other people e.g. attendin
@ ves % ‘ s =
No %

services at a place of worship?

2,199
Christians asked
40%
([ ] o 48
What is 40% 8 »
interesting or
([ ] [ ] 82
surprising Jewish asked
2% 54%
here? |
4,437 people over 16 in UK
106 2013, YouGov/University
Muslims asked of Lancaster

1,630 Stephen Pett © RE Today 2022

non religious
people asked




Religious practice with others or alone?
Other data we can examine.... Have you practised prayer in

private in the last month?

Religious practice alone

In 2013, the same 4,437 people representing the population of Great Britain were asked:
‘Have you practised prayer in private in the last month?

Number of
people asked
: 106
How might Nnberes ——
people asked people asked

we use this  weo

. people asked
data in class?

Number of Number of
2,199

people asked people asked
1,630 4,437

Yes
3%

Christian Hindu Jewish Muslim Sikh No religion Total

4,437 people over 16 in UK
2013, YouGov/University
Stephen Pett © RE Today 2022 of Lancaster
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Support to write well: because, but, so*

Because...explains why something is true
But...indicates a change of direction
So...what happens as the result

The Jewish practice of keeping Shabbat is important.

The Jewish practice of keeping Shabbat is important because it is a time of rest
to stop work and focus on your family and God.

The Jewish practice of keeping Shabbat is important but different
Jewish people keep Shabbat in different ways.

The Jewish practice of keeping Shabbat is important so many Jewish people
celebrate Shabbat every week.

Thanks to Joe Kinnaird and the Writing Revolution Joe Kinnaird

@josephkinnaird Follows you
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Support to write well: because, but, so*

Because...explains why something is true
But...indicates a change of direction
So...what happens as the result

Prayer is significant to some people

Choose and
Prayer is significant to some people because ........ finish a
sentence!
Prayer is significant to some people but .....
Prayer is significant to some people so ..........
Thanks to Joe Kinnaird and the Writing Revolution Joe Kinnaird

@josephkinnaird Follows you
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Pilgrimage? Beyond the binaries
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Beyond the Binaries: Islam: Men —Women World — UK

What kind of

What do you b ||| person could
know by . 7 | become a
| Vs | hafiz?

What difference

might it make to

know the Qur’an
by heart?
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BBC Scotland - The Social, Becoming A Female Quran Reciter  BBC World Service - Heart and Soul, The lives of female Qur'an

With Madinah Javed i
(116) Madinah Javed - YouTube reciters
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p08yn9nz
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/w3ct0x63
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCooYtkBnRQqnjIFVSVVxM4Q
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Beyond the Binary: Men — Women World—UK ‘

What does 4t Howdoes
What three the clip tell us ¢/« w8 Madinah fit
words might about Islam | within a
sum up and tradition of
Madinah? Christianity? women in Islam?

Enabled by Sarum 5t Michael Educational Charity: L

Dicoowary RE r-IMIiIa
-'1..



CREatwe and RElnsplrlng Annual RE Conference 2022

r‘% ‘It’s not really the brown
girls from Jersey city who
save the world’
Kamala Khan

Could Kamala Khan be a
way to explore
representation of
women and Muslims in
mass culture? al Trailer

(X &7 ¢ - - -
— 2 .
( 4 NS ; . Marvel ©

Enabled by Sarum 5t Michael Educational Charity: E



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m9EX0f6V11Y
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Poetic Faith, Noor In My Heart (baytalfann.com)

A 2aall ’2;,
]
When in doubt, fear or distress, ;;: S ‘Kﬂ
: B remember: | I'mg
S g K Cared
' Bue | also 0
Be thankful to A Allah will always make sure is goin 2 eVerything
g :
for what He gavey that we end up in the right place. Bt ob alrigh
o e e
And trust in Him for  Right where He wants us to be. And jfq, emy ) rd

IS One .

you're hoping to ge NOORINMYHEART

NOORINMYHEART
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https://www.baytalfann.com/post/poetic-faith-noor-in-my-heart
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Beyond the Binaries:

Religion and Worldviews mix of beliefs and practices, customs and
culture. Adherents may sit close or far from ‘orthodoxy’.

Non-religious worldviews should integrated early and shown in
their beauty and complexity to allow pupils to see stories and ideas
as complex and positive.

Take the teaching of Islam beyond Saudi centred and privileging
male to the complexity and beauty of modern British and
worldwide Islam — representation matters!
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