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RE Today’s Picturing Islam, Picturing Muslims

https://www.retoday.or
g.uk/school-
support/publications/sa
mples/picturing-islam/

https://www.retoday.org.uk/school-support/publications/samples/picturing-islam/
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https://www.reonline.org.uk/specials/places-of-worship/

https://www.reonline.org.uk/specials/places-of-worship/
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Assessment  for 4–6s Activities that link with Early Learning Goals. The 
statements below suggest ‘emerging’, ‘expected’ and ‘exceeding’ outcomes 
from this unit for 5- to 6-year-olds. Adapt them for the age of pupils you 
are teaching. If necessary, adapt the ‘e’ words to the assessment language 
of your school. Emerging • Recognise and identify a prayer mat. • Talk 
about how Muslims use it for prayer. Expected • State that Muslims aim to 
pray five times  a day. • Describe how and why a prayer mat is helpful 
when Muslims pray alone and/or together. • Identify the Ka’aba and give a 
simple  reason why Muslims face that direction  when they pray. • Talk 
about how prayer mats can help  Muslims to feel together and equal. 
Exceeding • Explain that ‘salah’ is an Arabic word meaning ‘prayer’. • Talk 
about what Muslims need for their  daily prayers. • Explain how prayer can 
make a difference to a Muslim’s daily life. 



They are praying on a mat.

This man is praying to God.

Dear God

For Key Stage 1, cold tasks take place 
at the end of the first lesson.  This 
helps give the pupils some 
confidence but also shows the 
learning they are most secure with.
They have never learned about Islam 
in school before.

Cold tasks can be a good way 
of understanding the pupils’ 
depth of knowledge and 
understanding.

These year 1s were 
asked to draw someone 
praying.
Older pupils could be 
asked to write a poem 
or prayer.



They could pray silently.

They might pray because it helps them.

Whilst praying they could share love.

They could pray with their friends.

This pupils has 
gained an 
understanding of 
different ways of 
praying and is 
beginning to think 
about the purpose 
of prayer.

He is praying to God and 
he is focussed.

A jug full with water.

He is praying to be kind to Allah.

This pupil is demonstrating an understanding of Wudu –
washing before Muslims pray, of other faiths beyond 
Christianity and some reasons for prayer.

This hot task took place at the beginning of the penultimate 
lesson of the term to allow for misconceptions or gaps in 
learning to be filled in the following lesson.
Whilst this does not show all learning – pupil voice is best for 
this – it shows a deeper understanding of prayer and an 
awareness of Islamic prayer that was very limited prior to the 
teaching sequence.

Pupil self assessment shows 
what they feel they did well 
and their next steps for RE 
skills (see the next slide for 
ppt).



Empathise
I think about how people feel and act.

Reflect
I think about texts, people, big
questions, beliefs and practices.

Discern
I make up my own mind after listening to 

something new.

Communicate
I talk about and listen to ideas and beliefs.

Interpret
I understand religious texts 
and find meanings and symbols in them.

Synthesize
I link ideas in one text to the big 
picture.

Investigate
Ask big questions and search for answers.

Compare
Compare stories within and across religions.

Apply
Make links between texts and my own life.

The benefit of pupils self assessing against RE skills is that they can work on them no matter what the RE unit may be so the
learning process continues across religions and subject areas.  It also keeps the focus balanced between skills and knowledge.



I pray. I talk to a god. I like quiet time. 

I have quiet 

time. 

I think about my 

life. 

I think about 

other people’s 

lives. 

I like to move 

when I pray. 

I like time to be 

still. 
I talk to myself. 

 

Groups of 3:

Person 1 – places their card without explanation.
Person 2 – can move it if they wish and explain their choice.
Person 3 – can move it and explain their choice.
Person 1 – puts it in the final place and explains their belief.

Personal beliefs and practices of prayer



Using the photo cards – lay them all out in the middle of a class circle/group

Paddling
Allow pupils time to look at the photo cards where they are.
Pupils to take it in turns to choose one each.
Pupils to take it in turns to explain why they choose their image.

Snorkelling
Ask pupils to what is the same about their photo card and the person on one side of them (paired talk), then turn to the 
other person and consider differences.
Give pupils some back ground of their images.

Diving (this may be more relevant for KS2)
Ask pupils to consider which image a Muslim may choose and why they think this.  This moves the focus onto the 
importance of prayer and the deeper meaning of Salat, rather than the initial curiosity or interest in the images.



Issues with representation of Islam in RE and in UK media:

Some key issues:
- bias, bigotry, balance?
- British Islam or Global Islam?
- Historic Islam or Contemporary Islam?
- Official Islam or Lived Islam?
- Stereotyping, othering, exoticising?
- Satanisation or Sanitisation?
- How can authenticity be achieved?

Some RE responses

- bland?
- Repetitive?

- Uncontroversial?
- Lacking challenge?

- Stereotypical?

- Bold!
- Progressed!
- Controversial!
- Challenging!
- Subtle, nuanced!

Lat Blaylock – Strictly RE Conference 2020

So consider images carefully

What is the source? What message is it sending?  Is there balance?  Is it engaging?!



From a UK school website –
a new multi-faith prayer room

From a local 
newspaper in USA –
Students praying 
outside after the 
prayer room was 
closed

From national UK 
new website – 2011 
protests in Cairo, 
Christians hold hands 
to protect Muslims 
during Salat.

Muslim American friends take part in the Maghrib sunset 
prayer on the last day of Ramadan on a beach in Long 
Branch, New Jersey, on June 24, 2017

Which 
representations 
have been used 
on these photo 

cards?

What has been 
missed/over 
represented? 
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Home learning - towards the end of our RE 
unit ‘How does attending a Mosque help 
Muslims feel a sense of belonging?

There have been some valuable discussions 
around a sense of belonging, highlighting how 
many of the pupils are losing this for the 
school and deeply missing it.

This is a photo of a Year 1 pupil with a 
Mosque she created at home. You can see 
Bilal standing at the top of the Minaret. She 
felt this was the best place for him to call 
people to prayer.
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Background knowledge for the teacher
Muslims fast for a month every year. In the Muslim calendar, the name of the month is ‘Ramadan’ and the 
word for fast is ‘sawm’, but Muslims and non-Muslims also refer to the fast as ‘Ramadan’. Muslims fast from 
sunrise to sunset. This is particularly hard when the days are long, or in hot countries. In Muslim countries food 
shops and cafes do not open until evening, but in countries where Muslims are a minority, like the UK, life 
carries on as normal, which can also be hard for those fasting. Muslims fast once a year because God asks them 
to. To be a Muslim is to follow God’s wishes. However, there are other reasons for fasting besides showing 
obedience to God. Deliberately not eating or drinking can help manage cravings and desires, in order to 
practice self-control. Muslims also think about those who don’t have enough food every day, in order to 
develop empathy with the needy. Finally, fasting offers a sense of community and togetherness. All over the 
world, Muslims fast in the daytime during Ramadan and break their fast at sunset. Eid-ul-Fitr falls at the end of 
the fasting month. The festival is about thanking God for life and food, and for each other. The festival is about 
generosity and community. ‘Eid-ul-Fitr’ means ‘festival of sweets’. The major Muslim festival is Eid-ul-Adha, the 
‘feast of sacrifice’, which happens at the end of the annual Hajj. Fasting in the month of Ramadan and the 
activities at Eid-ul-Fitr encapsulate Muslim social ethics: • self-control • solidarity • generosity • love of God • 
thankfulness In this age group we will think about generosity more than self-control. This will lay down a firm 
foundation for learning about fasting and other elements of Islamic ethics in future years. Pupils will encounter 
the idea of fasting before learning about a Muslim girl, Nabila, at Ramadan and Eid-ul-Fitr. They will learn about 
her first fast and what her family does at Eid. As pupils will learn, Muslims think about those less fortunate 
while they fast, and that Eid is a good opportunity to show generosity. Pupils will think about the value of 
generosity for everyone.
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What do Muslims celebrate at Eid-ul-Fitr? Age 5-7
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Discovering Sacred Texts – British Library

Islam
As the unadulterated Word of 
God, the Qur’an is sacred to 
Muslims everywhere. Learn more 
about Qur’an and its content, and 
Islam’s other important sacred 
texts, such as the Hadith and 
Sunna. 
https://www.bl.uk/sacred-texts

https://www.bl.uk/sacred-texts/themes/islam
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Suffolk Resources – The Emmanuel Project



Living Out God’s Transforming Presence



Living Out God’s Transforming Presence

https://www.shahjalalswindonmosque.co.uk/about-us

https://www.shahjalalswindonmosque.co.uk/about-us
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Sacred Texts – British Museum web resources

Discovering Sacred Texts - Islam

The British Museum film on Islam explores four of the five pillars of Islam –
- the Muslim profession of faith (shahada), 
- prayer (salat), 
- charity (zakat), and 
- fasting during Ramadan (sawm) – and how Muslims in Britain follow them today.
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https://www.clearquran.com/001.html - Translation ‘live’ of the Qur’an

https://www.clearquran.com/001.html
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https://www.splconline.com/godly-play

What is Godly Play?
Godly Play is a creative, 
imaginative approach to Christian 
education and spiritual guidance. 
Godly Play has a Montessori 
foundation with 40+ years of 
research and practice. It is based 
on the idea that children learn 
through story, experience, and 
hands-on play. 
You’ll notice right when you walk 
into a Godly Play room that it’s 
special. The materials are all 
wooden and other natural 
materials. The room is quiet and 
nurturing. 
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If your school is going to use knowledge organisers then have your own principles/explanations
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In studying any faith we want to be presenting not just the 

stories and practices, but a clear explanation of the 

underlying theology. We need to be presenting and assessing 

not just what people do but why they do it. This should also 

form the core of our assessment procedures. We need to be 

analysing the understanding of our children on a deeper level 

than just a knowledge of facts and events. 
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• Ensure that whoever is presenting the learning opportunity has a good grasp of the key theology 
involved.

• Ensure that any presentation of events includes clues as to underlying theology.

• Note down verbal responses when discussing the story.

• Use open ended statements for the children to complete: “David beat Goliath because.......”

• Use statements rather than questions because it is quick and easy to produce, especially for 
younger children.

• Remember that we are assessing theological understanding not literacy skills and that often 
some of our least academic children excel in spiritual awareness.

• Mark RE learning using colour (purple?) to indicate evidence of deeper learning.

Simple ways of creating assessment opportunities:
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Questions to prompt thinking:
• What does it look, feel, smell and sound like? 

Give 5 words to describe the object

• Is it complete or part of an object?

• Is it decorated or plain? Why do you think that 

might be?

• Does it have any marks that show us how it was 

made, used and cared for?

• Can you see any symbols on the object?

• How old do you think the item is?

• When and where might it have been made?

• Was it made by hand or machine?

• Is it mass-produced or unique?

• Who might have made it?

• Why might they have made it?

• How might the object work?

• What might the object be used for?

• Who might use this object?

• Do you think this object is used often or 

rarely?

• Can you connect it to a religion or world 

view?

• How important do you think this object 

might be?

• What difference might this object make 

to people’s lives?

• What does the object tell us about the 

people who might use it?

• What questions do you have about this 

object? 

Students draw the 
object in the middle 

of the sheet. 

Then then pick one 
question to answer in 
each box around the 

outside. 

Or you could choose 
the questions for the 
students to complete 
and put one question 

in each box. 
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What next? 
• Local Groups – Hub Lead Practitioner (HLP) development
• Strand 2 PSA for community and independent schools 
• RE Conference 31/3/21
• SACRE Updates – Locally Agreed Syllabus Your feedback
• Understanding Christianity Training for Middle and Secondary
• Your HLP will be a UC trainer by end of November!
• Autumn Virtual Meetings (geographically based) Hinduism and 

Salvation focus
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Who is this course for?
This short self-study course is for those currently undertaking primary initial 
teaching training or for those in their NQT year or working as an HLTA in a primary 
school or academy. The course helps those entering the teaching profession to 
understand the purpose of RE and how to teach it effectively

Course length
You can take as long as you like to complete the course as it is self-directed study. 
The course is designed to take 12 hours. We recommend you complete the 
activities over one to three months. When you have completed this introductory 
course you may wish to consider the Teach:RE Tailor Made course.

https://www.teachre.co.uk/teach-re-course/teachre-primary/

https://www.teachre.co.uk/teach-re-course/teachre-tailor-made/
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New resource available May 2020
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Angels in Qur’an – KS3
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The Art of Allah 11-13
https://www.reonline.org.uk/resources/good-learning-in-re/


