	C. S. Lewis was raised in a church-going family. However, he became an atheist (stopped believing in God) at 15 because he started to view his religion as a chore and as a duty. At Oxford University, he was strongly influenced by arguments with his friend J. R. R. Tolkien (another author and strong Christian).
Although C. S. Lewis was still annoyed by some churches because of boring sermons and hymns he didn’t like, he knew God was real and spoke to him regularly through prayer. In the end he considered it an honour to be worshipping with other Christians, even if the church service wasn’t perfect!
The Screwtape Letters by C. S. Lewis

C. S. Lewis often explored moral questions about good vs. evil, temptation, saying sorry, and forgiveness in his books. In Screwtape Letters, the reader ends up with a better understanding of what it means to live a ‘faithful’ life.

Background - Wormwood has just graduated from Hell’s Temptation College and is given the task of tempting his first person on earth. Screwtape, a senior devil, sends his nephew Wormwood (a junior devil) letters of advice on how best to tempt humans to do wrong or ignore God.

Here are some quotes from: The Screwtape Letter:

1. “Tortured fear and stupid confidence are both desirable states of mind.” 

2. Letter 13: Personal Pleasures 

‘Let him do anything but act... The more often he feels without acting, the less he will be able ever to act, and, in the long run, the less he will be able to feel’.

3. Chapter 25: The ‘Same Old Thing’
‘If they must be Christians let them at least be Christians with a difference. Substitute for the faith itself some Fashion with a Christian colouring.’  



Copyright Salisbury Diocesan Board of Education


