
◎ How to be an effective 
Link Governor –
focusing on RE

◎ December 2021

1



Legal requirements

Source: NATRE

RE: statutory requirements and curriculum information

The national curriculum states the legal requirement that:

'Every state-funded school must offer a curriculum which is balanced and 

broadly based, and which:

promotes the spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical development of 

pupils; and

prepares pupils at the school for the opportunities, responsibilities and 

experiences of later life.

All state schools ... must teach religious education ... All schools must publish 

their curriculum by subject and academic year online'.

(National Curriculum in England: Framework Document, DfE, September 2013, p.4)
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Ofsted Review of RE – Spring 2021
The review recognises that there is no single way of constructing and teaching 
a high-quality RE curriculum. 

However, it does identify some common features:

• The curriculum should cover substantive content and concepts collectively (or 
‘collectively enough’), rather than covering excessive amounts of content 
superficially. Content is sufficient for pupils to grasp a bigger picture about the place 
of religion and non-religion in the world.

• What is taught and learned in RE is grounded in what is known about religion or 
non-religion from academic study. This helps prevent pupils from developing 
misconceptions about religion and non-religion.
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https://www.reonline.org.uk/leading-re/re-in-a-broad-

and-balanced-curriculum-a-practical-tool/
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Governors how might you find out about the RE Curriculum?

How does RE link across the school curriculum? To History, to English…

RE Subject Leaders to ask themselves…
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Balanced RE in the School’s Curriculum
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Church of England Statement of Entitlement



Key questions to discuss:

1. Do you think your school is keeping the legal 
requirements of enough RE time and inclusion for all 
pupils?

2. How could you find out whether the school’s RE 
curriculum knowledge builds upon previous learning 
in order to be ‘cumulatively sufficient’?

3. Is your RE curriculum presenting enough diversity 
both within and around different religions and 
worldviews? Or is it reinforcing stereotypes?
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Update on SIAMS from September 2021

• Reflecting the Church of England Statement of Entitlement 

religious education (RE) is well resourced. 

• Leaders ensure that: sufficient dedicated curriculum time is 

given to RE; 

• RE leaders and teachers have access to regular high quality 

professional development; 

• RE continuing professional development (CPD) is appropriate, 

funded and monitored; 

• and RE leaders have opportunities to monitor RE lessons. 

• In secondary schools, the school seeks to employ specialist RE 

teachers. 

• Where relevant, all pupils follow a recognised externally 

accredited and appropriate RE qualification at KS4. 

Strand One - Leadership
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STRAND 7

Effectiveness 

of RE



19



RE LINK GOVERNORS 20



Key questions to discuss:
How do you feel your school’s Curriculum is accessible 

for pupils who find it more difficult to record their work 

in writing? 

Do you think RE in school is a balance between 

Theology. Philosophy and Social Sciences (Learning 

about, Diversity within and learning from?)

If you are not sure, how would you find out?
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Monitoring and Evaluating RE – a governor’s role?



RE Council review - CoRE

Report – the way in which 

Curriculum design is 

moving. The Worldview 

Project Discussion Papers -

Amira Tharani

https://www.religiouseducationcouncil.o

rg.uk/wp-

content/uploads/2021/01/The-

Worldview-Project.pdf
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Nobody Stands Nowhere – Theos Think tank

RE LINK GOVERNORS 24



What constitutes a worldview?
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One Frame of Reference

Experiences of RE lessons

Interactions with people of different worldviews – actual/stories/travel
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Ofsted, Curriculum design and Worldviews

RE That helps students to:

• recognise the role of interpretation in worldview development

• recognise the complexity of worldviews and how they change

• reflect  on their own worldview and how it is developing

• Recognise the complexity of the relationship between the personal 

and organised worldview development

• Reflect on power and diversity within and across worldviews in the 

modern world
RE LINK GOVERNORS 29



Thank you, Governors! 
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