




Children and young people’s voice ladder and spheres of engagement – 
How can we move up the ladder?
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Examples

Children identify a problem in their
school, initiate a project to solve it
and convince adulfs to run it.

Children produce their own
school newspaper or radio
programme.

Children are asked fo participate
in planning a playground.

Children are consulted by a city
mayor about a certain question;
their opinions are taken

seriously.

A group of children is organised to
do community work but they

are informed of its purpose and
feel ownership of the issue.

Articulate children are selected fo sit
on a discussion panel with no
substantive preparation and no
consultation with their peers.

Children sing and dance atf an
event but have litfle idea of what
itis all about.

Children are organised fo
participate in political demonsiration
carrying political placards.
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HOW: Ensure that childre
MMUNICS

® Isthere a process for
communicating children’s views?

#® Do children know who their views
are being communicated to?

® Does that person/body have the
power to make decisions?

information and facilitate the

expression of childrer

Influence

HOW: Ensure that children’s
views are taken seriously and

scted upon, where appropriate

® Were the children’s views considered by
those with the power to effect change?

® Are there procedures in place that
ensure that the children’s views have
been taken seriously?

® Have the children and young people
been provided with feedback explaining
the reasons for decisions taken?





