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Finally:  What action have you identified that should or could be taken:


    ·  immediately    ·  in the short-term    ·  and in the long term?








                             BOX 5





There are appropriate opportunities for children to meet and develop their relationship 


with God








How do we help children 


to explore their experience of God?





How do we relate to God spiritually? 





Children are born spiritual beings and are far more open and closer to God than many of us grownups! They have a deep spirituality that is real, vibrant and insightful. They can often surprise us with the way they understand the very nature of God, sometimes describing incredibly profound spiritual truths which challenge & develop our own understanding. Yet, somehow, we seem to sideline our children’s spiritual development, perhaps because we don’t understand it ourselves.





Rebecca Nye, probably our leading expert in childhood spirituality says in her recent book: Children’s Spirituality. (p5) 2010





“Children’s spirituality starts with God – it is not something adults have to initiate. God and children (regardless of age or intellect) have ways of being together, because this is how God created them.”





All our children are born spiritual beings, as well as physical.





Just as the Christ child opened the eyes of old and learned sages to the spiritual truths about God, so too can our children today. The sad thing is, we so often neglect them, ignore them and miss these God-given moments.








These may be useful questions to consider as a church:





What opportunities are there in your worship and parish activities 


for children and young people to experience & develop spirituality?





How do you show your children and young people (and enable them to experience) God in your local community and environment?





How are your volunteer leaders being encouraged and given space to 


explore their own spirituality and relationship with God?





When was the last time you asked or made opportunity for children 


or young people to express a spiritual truth about God?











