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Creating a comfortable safe environment may be a 


challenge in some premises, yet small simple 


changes can sometimes make a big difference.


 


The following points of Health & Safety must not be overlooked.


Consider whether the buildings and rooms used by children and young people 


are safe and accessible in terms of:


Reaching the building or room they need without encountering dangers  (for example: adult supervision if having to cross a road)


Hazards - objects, potential trips, poisons, sharp objects, things that could fall over etc.


People – do ‘safe’ adults accompany children in case they are approached by anyone unknown?


Fire - Is there a clearly understood procedure in the case of fire?


Sudden changes - are they aware of where help can be quickly reached?


Who has responsibility for an overview of all of these points, especially if and when changes are made?





Consider what you want the children and young people to experience 


in the way of hospitality:


Make sure toilets (appropriate for age-group) are accessible/available.


Allow for sudden changes to safety such as, wind, rain, snow


Can refreshments be available? Do they need to be?





Consider whether the spaces used are welcoming to the differing needs of the children and young people you work with or would like to attract:


Amount of space - appropriate to age-group


Temperature – winter and summer


Comfort - appropriate & comfortable seating for age-group


Noise levels – are they distracted, or are they distracting others?


Ambiance/atmosphere - what might their space tell them about the esteem in which the rest of the church holds them?





Questions to consideration further:


Would adults like to spend any length of time there?


Is what is appropriate for toddlers, the same as for teenagers or adults?


Does this space have to be multi-functional and, if so, how might storage be better arranged and negotiated to ensure all benefit?


What can or might be done to improve the space for all those who use it?


Have we asked the children and young people what they think?








Finally:  What action have you identified that should or could be taken:


    ·  immediately    ·  in the short-term    ·  and in the long term?








                     BOX 3





The buildings and rooms are safe, accessible for all, and appropriate 


for use








