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Child Protection Ratios
Indoor Activities

Under 8 years


The Standard ratios required are as follows:-

· 0 to 2 years = 1 member of staff to 3 children

· 2 to 3 years = 1 member of staff to 4 children

· 3 to 7 years = 1 member of staff to 8 children

It should be noted that these are ratios of adults to children.  On no account should a worker be by himself or herself with this age group.  The minimum number of adults should always be two, and preferably three.

Eight years and over

The recommended ratios for children and young people over 8 are as follows:

· up to 20 children and/or young people, 2 adults (preferably one of each gender)

· one additional adult for every ten extra children/young people.

Outdoor Activities

Under 8 years

· 0 to 2 years = 1 member of staff to 3 children

· 2 to 3 years = 1 member of staff to 4 children

· 3 to 7 years = 1 member of staff to 6 children

Eight to thirteen years

The recommended ratios for children 8 to 13 are:

· up to 15 children, two adults (preferably one of each gender)

· one additional adult for every eight extra children.

Thirteen and over

The recommended ratios are:

· up to 20 young people, two adults (preferably one of each gender)

· one additional adult for every ten extra young people.

Self-drive Vehicles

When using self-drive vehicles it is good practice, wherever possible, to have a second qualified driver.  It is essential to have another adult in the bus.  An accident, breakdown or illness might mean that the group would be left without adult supervision.

No adult should ever be alone with either an individual child/young person, or alone with a group, where they cannot be seen or heard by others.
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