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A service for Mums, Dads and Carers on the 
Day a Child Starts School 

Ask most parents, and they will tell you that the day their child started school was one of the most emotional days they can remember. They are excited and proud of a child stepping out into the world, but full of anxiety about how that child will cope. The child who seemed so grown up in playschool now looks so tiny compared to the other children at school. They are concerned that the child be cared for, and cared about, by strangers, and about the rough and tumble of school life. And what about all those things they meant to do before their child started school but somehow didn’t get around to? 
Starting school is a rite of passage for parents as well as for children, and it brings a rush of thoughts, some good and some more painful. 
Perhaps this would be helped by a short service in church, or in the school, just for parents or grandparents who have a child starting at the school. This would obviously be best on the actual day they begin, although in schools where there is a staggered beginning you will have to choose the most convenient day. If it were possible, the effect of leaving the child at school and then coming straight into church could be very powerful. If you could provide coffee after that would be good too. 
All parents could be invited, perhaps through a letter that goes out with the information sent out by school. This should not be a problem if the church has a good relationship with the school. You could also especially invite parents of children who have been baptised in the church. Check your baptism register to find those of the right age. 
Discuss the idea with the head-teacher and ask them to come to the service, it would be wonderful if they could. 
Make the service short and informal but calm. Some may need to bring younger children, so it might be helpful either to provide a crèche or include some items tiny children could join in with. Some quiet music playing on a CD would help to set the atmosphere. 
You may feel able to include singing, but with small numbers and people who don’t usually come to church this may not be too valuable. Try to arrange seating so that it’s not in straight rows, and find a small space in church if the building is big. You could also make a display where everyone can see it during prayer of things reminiscent of babies growing into small children such as a baby grow, teddy, rattle, some toddler type toys etc. 
Please feel free to adapt this idea and use it in the way that best suits your situation. 
As people gather, remember that some may take longer to get into the service if their child has not settled in class. Allow plenty of time. Perhaps have some quiet, gentle music playing. 
Ask parents to write their child’s name on a card you provide, one for each child. Invite them to add some brief outline of any particular concern they have for their child that they would like to be offered in prayer. They should understand that this will not be read aloud, but that you will do that part silently. They will need the cards later in the service. 
Welcome

Opening prayer. 
God, you are Father and Mother to us, 

And you care for us all as your children. 

You are our loving parent, who guides us as we grow. 

Our children are growing, and starting school. 

We turn to You. 

Forgive us for the times we have not been perfect parents. 

Forgive us for the things we intended to do 

But didn’t, because there wasn’t time, 

Or because other matters needed our attention too. 

You are our loving parent, who cares for us as we grow. 

We turn to You. 

Amen 

The Lord God never turns away those who turn to Him. 
Jesus shared the life of a family in Nazareth. 
He understands our lack of perfection. 
He will forgive all those who turn to Him. 
Amen 

A Song (if appropriate)       Morning Has Broken 
                                              Lord of all Hopefulness 
                                              Dear Lord and Father of Mankind (or see attached) 
A Reading               Short, consider Jesus gathering His disciples like a                 mother hen gathering chicks. 
A Talk                                   Appropriate  

Prayers                               Invite parents to come out and place the card with the child’s name on in a basket on the altar or other focus table. Play some more quiet music during this. When everyone has settled again, take the basket ready to read the names at the appropriate time in the prayers. 
Loving God, we pray for our children.
We have held them as new-born babies,
Nourished them and cherished them,
Cared for them through the days and the nights,
And watched them grow.
Now they are at school.
You are our loving parent, we turn to You.
We helped our children learn to walk,
And we smiled as they learnt to talk.
We laughed and played with them,
We cried when they were in pain.
And watched them grow.
Now they are at school.
You are our loving parent, we turn to You.
Loving God, we pray for each of our children by name.
We pray for…….(read all the names)
Watch over them as they grow.
Be with them as they take a step into the wider world.
Hold them when they fall,
And make them strong.
Now they are at school.
You are our loving parent, we turn to You.
We pray for the whole community of our school,
For teachers and assistants,
For the Headteacher (use the name)
And all the adults who make up the staff.
May they and we grow together like a family,
In love and care for all children,
Now they are at school.
You are our loving parent, we turn to You.
We pray for our families, and for ourselves.
For learning new things from, and with, our children,
For love and peace in our homes,
And for a world where all children can grow
In freedom and safety.
You are our loving parent, we turn to You.
Amen
The Blessing            Something appropriate 
Schooldays Song
Tune: The Eton Boating Song 
Gladly celebrating 
Our children's early years, 
Exploring, imitating, 
In wonder or joy or tears 
So now we thank you for them 
Beginning at school today, 
Praying that you will bless them 
And help them along the way. 
Everything's exciting, 
Everything is new; 
School seems so inviting 
Please guide them in all they do 
So now we thank you for them 
Beginning at school today, 
Praying that you will bless them 
And help them along the way. 
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