Church of England Dioceses in the South West
Green energy and the bulk buying scheme

What is green energy?

Green forms of energy are those which use renewable sources to generate electricity. Renewable sources are those that do not have a limited supply and will never run out, such as wind, solar and tidal energy.

What is brown energy?

Energy produced from burning fossil fuels such as coal, gas or oil is known as brown energy. It releases a gas called carbon dioxide into the air. Burning fossil fuels means pollution is being released into the atmosphere.  

Why should we use green energy?

Taking care of our planet is an important part of our responsibility as Christians. The choices that we make in our everyday lives are a key part of our stewardship of God’s creation.

Most electricity companies get most of the energy they sell to homes through brown energy.  Many scientists think the gas released when fossil fuels are burnt is causing our planet to overheat, creating global warming.  These scientists recommend that we should cut our use of fossil fuels to try to reduce the damage that has already been done.

One day the earth’s supplies of fossil fuels, which are usually found deep underground, will be used up and we will need to find alternative ways of generating energy.  It can be expensive to build green electricity generators and it is important we invest in them.

What is a green tariff?

Many energy companies offer green tariffs. This means that they agree to supply your household using green energy.  However, the government says all electricity companies must generate a set percentage of their electricity from renewable sources.  If suppliers do not provide this minimum amount of green electricity, they must buy it from other companies. 

The government currently requires seven per cent of the energy supplied by each electricity company to be green.  This means that the green electricity offered on green tariffs is often part of the quota that the electricity companies are required by law to provide.  

Buying this type of green tariff does not mean that the company will be making any additional green energy.  It will just create a marketing opportunity to charge you more for the energy that you use.

What is the bulk buying scheme?

The Church of England Dioceses in the South West have joined in partnership to offer a bulk buying scheme to make the electricity supply for our church buildings greener.

We are working with a Stroud-based company called Ecotricity. This company builds wind turbines and sells the energy it produces to consumers. Currently, 46 per cent of the energy the company sells comes from its own turbines and the percentage is still rising. The rest of the energy is brown energy, bought from other suppliers. Customers can also opt for a tariff in which their energy is topped up with green energy bought from other suppliers, with no brown energy at all.

We think this company is exciting because it is making a massive investment in green energy sources for the future.  Ecotricity spends more per customer building new sources of green energy than any other company in the world and more than all the other UK suppliers put together. For every pound its customers spend on their electricity bills, the company invests a pound building new sources of green energy. 

This means that as well as getting a large percentage of your energy from green sources, you will be investing in green energy for the future and making sure that our way of life can be sustained even after we have used up all our fossil fuel reserves.

How much will it cost us?

The Church of England in the South West brings together seven large organisations (the Diocese of Oxford has also joined the region’s Dioceses for this partnership)  and as such, is able to negotiate a discounted rate for its buildings, such as church schools, churches and vicarages. The more buildings and organisations that sign up though us, the better the rate we are offered.
How can my church get involved?

To find out more about signing up to our bulk buying scheme, contact the Diocesan Environment group through colin.brady@salisbury.anglican.org or miriam.darke@salisbury.anglican.org .
