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	Dear All,  
How will your church pray in 2012?

WILL THERE EVER BE a year with so many opportunities as one that is on the way? Coming are the Queens Diamond Jubilee, the Torch Relays and the Olympic and Paralympic Games.


Surely the way to get ready is to pray. And that is what we are asking of every church, including yours, to find a way to welcome in 2012 with prayer.


Read on and you'll discover the plan and the resources on the way. 


Thanks and God bless you
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Jon Burns, UK Director
David Linley, London Director
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	 Join with thousands to pray in the New Year
COMING IN 2012 are some amazing opportunities relating to the Queens Diamond Jubilee, the Torch Relays and the Olympic and Paralympic Games. And they call for united prayer.
 
That's why we are launching A Time to Shine - a call to prayer for the Games and the nations, drawing the theme from Isaiah 60:1-5. And the first phase is to pray in the New Year.

Jon Burns, More Than Gold's UK Director says, 'We sense, like never before, that God is calling the whole church in the UK to welcome 2012 with prayer'.
 
That's why we are asking every church, including yours, to do something to start the next year with prayer. We are suggesting the focus should be during the week of Saturday 31st December to Sunday 8th January. With the theme 'Shine for Jesus', based on Isaiah 60:1-5.
 
We hope churches will simply do what works best for them - as groups of churches, in families, as home groups and so on. Perhaps holding a watch night service, or a day or week of special prayer.

 

There will be a set of resources on our website from October but please do start to plan now.
 

Use sporty shoeboxes to bring joy at Christmas
THE PERFECT FIRST STEP for your church in response to the 2012 Games would be to pitch in on Operation Christmas Child's Sporty Shoebox Appeal.

 

Every year over 1 million gift-filled shoeboxes reach children around the world through Operation Christmas Child. This year, to mark the Olympics, the invitation is to include sporty gifts that share both the love of God and the joy of sport.

 

More Than Gold's CEO David Willson says, 'For children everywhere sport can be huge fun, particularly team sports. And it leads to improved health, builds character and develops community. So here is the perfect way for every church to leave a legacy from the 2012 Games.

 

It is also a great way for a church to reach out to their local community - inviting them to be part of a worthy and feel-good cause in the run-up to Christmas. This can include a special sports-themed shoebox event, bringing them and their community together once all the shoeboxes have been packed and collected.'

 

The Sporty Shoebox Appeal runs until 18th November. There is a DVD to help churches capture the excitement and simplicity of the initiative. More information at www.operationchristmaschild.org.uk/sporty-shoeboxes
It is happening - churches are joining hands
WE ARE BEGINNING TO hear of great plans from churches the length of the UK. For example -  

 

Across Hemel Hempstead in Hertfordshire, about 25 churches are working together. Gold Champion Angela Such tells us, 'To share Jesus with the whole town, we are planning a week long mission the week before the Games start. There will be a sports feel to some of the events and we'll show the opening ceremony on a big screen'.
 
In Frome, Somerset, 40 churches from 7 different denominations are linking with sports clubs, voluntary organizations and are in negotiations with their Town Council. At the heart of it is David Brinn who tells us of plans for a Big Screen Café with the menu themed on past host cities such as Beijing -Chinese, Rome - Italian and Sydney - BBQ.
 
The churches in Dagenham, Essex, have four teams each responsible for a different part of the time-line. It means they can cover the lead up to the Games and right through the Paralympics. A key organiser is Jacky Payne who is excited about the Opening Night Festival for which they have a great venue.

 

Meanwhile, Jersey churches are working on a festival to celebrate the Jersey community and culture. Rev Billy Slatter tells us there will be displays and presentations from many sport, leisure and activity groups. Plus art and creative exhibits, dance, music, competitions and fun for all the family.

 

We need to say 'sorry'
WE KEEP HEARING it has not been easy for some to get signed up as a Gold Champion. This calls for a big 'sorry' from us to you if you have had the frustration of having to register more than once. 

 

However, we've checked out the system and - we trust - fixed the glitch. This calls for a big thank you to the team here at HQ who went into overdrive to sort out the problem.

 

Meanwhile, if you hear of anyone who says they have signed up and heard nothing please tell them the welcome sign is still on the door. We've even added a Gold Champion sign up button on the home page of our website.

 
Just a few reminders 
 

HERE ARE A FEW THINGS to keep in mind - 

· Full time volunteers are on offer for churches like yours to help you respond to the 2012 Games. Visit www.timeforgod.org or email Chrissie@timeforgod.org  

· There's a choice of drama productions on a Games theme from Saltmine Theatre Company, Riding Lights, Lantern Arts Centre and Act 4 - for more click here 

· Your church could host a mission team from overseas - some with special skills in sports outreach. See here 

· Ideas are available to help run a sports tournament - for children, youth or all ages. For information and help click here 

What do you want to see happen? Tell us on Facebook 
Do you have a dream for 2012? Please share it on our Facebook page and see what others are dreaming of too.

 

To 'like' us and join in the great conversation just click here.

And there's no better way to be on the London 2012 pulse as it is on our Facebook page where news breaks first. Please don't miss it.

 

	
	

	


