About the Latvia Link

Our history 

Towards the end of the 1980s, Church of England dioceses were being encouraged to form links with churches in Eastern Europe. Thanks to the initiative of the Bishop of Ramsbury, Peter Vaughan, the Diocese of Salisbury was linked with the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Latvia. 

 

At its heart the link is an expression of Christian fellowship through visits, friendship, letters/e-mails, and prayer.  The personal contact and friendship that arises out of visits between the two countries is the vital element that makes the link a reality.  People from parishes meet and become friends, and find their Christian lives enriched by meeting Christians of another culture.  In 1991 the Berlin Wall came down.  

 

That memorable event was a symbol of the return to freedom to a large part of Eastern Europe which had struggled for decades under Soviet domination.  For Latvia, the central of the three Baltic States, it was a recovery of freedom lost when it was annexed by the Soviet Union in 1940.  

 

For centuries Latvia was part of the Tsarist Empire.  In 1919 in the chaos following the First World War Latvia asserted and won its freedom.  But after only just 21 years, the light of independence was again extinguished.  

 

Latvia is a country roughly the size of Wales, and is on the eastern side of the Baltic Sea.  Its population is about two and a half million, of whom 800,000 live in Riga, the capital city.  Riga is a thriving port, a beautiful and historic city with a dramatic skyline. Tourism is a growing industry in Riga, it is a popular port of call for Baltic cruises, and with budget airlines offering cheap flights to Riga more people are discovering the delights of this cosmopolitan city. 

 

Unfortunately Riga is also gaining an unwanted reputation as the ‘sex capital’ of the Baltic and is therefore attracting the wrong sort of visitor!

