
SAMARITANS PURSE
Please start collecting shoe boxes, and there are leaflets in the larger churches explaining
what this is all about, and what we need to collect.
Thank you to all those who have knitted jumpers, scarves etc., some of these will go
by road to Bulgaria with Trussell Trust in December, but we are concentrating on the
Christmas Shoe Boxes this year. 

Operation Christmas Child has delivered 100 million gift-filled shoeboxes to
needy children in the last 23 years and we are trusting God for another 100 million.

Can we count on your support in 2013?
For leaflets and further information please contact Anne on 840339

T H E  U P P E R W Y L Y E

PAR I SH N E WS
S E P T E M B E R  2 0 1 3        'Growing in the Love of God' 1979 to 2013

Delivered free to 1300 homes in Boyton, Codford, Corton, Heytesbury, Knook, Norton Bavant, Sherrington, Sutton Veny, Tytherington and Upton Lovell

Our vision is to be open, welcoming, growing and inclusive churches, living within the love of God, and sharing God's love and life with others.
http://upperwylyevalleyteam.webs.com

TEAM SERVICE
11.00am Sunday 29th September

The Feast of St Michael & All Angels 
will be held at Manor Farm, Codford

(by kind invitation of the Collins family)

Preacher: Archdeacon Alan Jeans

This service will be a little different as we will be meeting in a marquee at
Manor Farm. This is an opportunity for all of our congregations to unite 

together from all the Churches of our Team to join in worship, prayer and
fellowship – and Ven. Alan Jeans, Archdeacon of Sarum, will be with us.

The service is followed by a Bring & Share Lunch afterwards 
to which everyone is warmly invited.

Come and join us – and bring family and friends! 

Saturday 

14 September

Ride + Stride throughout Wiltshire and
Dorset, visiting historic churches using
various modes of transport and raising
money at the same time. Contact
Charles Graham (01672 514301,
ctg100@hotmail.com) or Anna Butler
(anna-butler@hotmail.co.uk).

A BIG THANK-YOU TO ALL

OUR SUPPORTERS

A message from PN Chairman, David Shaw

The Parish News Committee hosted a
simple but important party on 25th July
2013 to say ‘Thank You’ to all those who
help with the monthly production of the
magazine. The Chairman would  like to
take this opportunity to extend those
thanks to all those who could not attend
– the clergy and all contributors and
distributors; without you the magazine
would fail. Thank you very much

Hypo meeting 7.30pm Tuesday 3rd Sept, Red Lion

If you are under 25 years or a parent of an under 16 and would like to make
the villages a better place for young people to live please come along.

THE UPPER WYLYE VALLEY TEAM

PET SERVICE
Sunday 15th September

3pm
at Manor Farm Veterinary Surgery Codford

OUR ANNUAL PET SERVICE WILL TAKE PLACE ON SUNDAY 15TH SEPTEMBER AT 3PM WE
INVITE EVERYONE TO BRING THEIR PET ALONG FOR A SHORT SERVICE AND BLESSING.
IT WILL BE HELD AT THE MANOR FARM VETERINARY SURGERY.



F R O M  T H E R E G I S T E R S

B a p t i s m s
We welcome ino the Christian Church

Lucas Alexander James Rennie on 30th June at Codford St Mary
Monty Artimus Osborne on 3rd August at Tytherington

Jacob Michael Ethan Botting on 10th August at Sutton Veny
May they grow in the Christain Faith

We d d i n g s
Congratulations to

Lauren Cundick and Paul Sanger on 5th July at Heytesbury
Georgina Acworth and Georgios Kyriakoudes on 20th July at Norton Bavant

Emily Woznika and Alex Millican on 27th July at Sutton Veny
May they have many happy years of married life together

F u n e r a l s
Our sympathy and love to those who mourn the passing of

Audrey Sampson on 5th July at Sutton Veny/Semington
Minnie Lamb on 19th July at Semington

Mavis Lister on 23rd July at Codford St Peter
Reginald John Francis on 23rd July at Semington

Nicholas John Carpenter on 31st July at Semington
May they rest in the peace and light of Christ

Please contact the Ministry Team to make arrangements for Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals,
Confirmation preparation or Service of Prayer and Dedication after a Civil Marriage. 

The clergy will officiate at any crematorium service.

U

P R AY E R  G RO U P
This continues to meet
at 7pm-9pm on Mondays  
at 5 Hospital of St. John.

Please contact Anne 
840339 for prayer requests 

or further information. 

T E A M  D I A RY

Please let Anne know of any social dates
you have so these can be included, and it
avoids clashing with other dates and
events.We have no ITEMS FROM SOME
OF OUR villages; please do send your
events in. This magazine is delivered door
to door in all of our ten villages.

T: 840339 or 
E:revannebennettshaw@btinternet.com

SEPTEMBER
Saturday 7th Food Festival at Codford
Sunday 15th Pet Service at Codford
Friday 27th Big Coffee Morning
Sunday 29th  Team Service Codford

OCTOBER
Monday 7th -14th  Retreat to Iona
Saturday 12th Beattle Drive & Supper
Sutton Veny
Friday 18th  Friends HTK talk 
at Codford 

NOVEMBER
Monday 4th Mens Breakfast
The Speaker on Monday 4 November will
be Bishop Crispian Hollis, the Roman
Catholic Bishop Emeritus of Portsmouth.
Saturday 30th Christmas Fayre 
Heytesbury Church

DECEMBER
Monday 9th Holiday at Home Codford

MEN’S BREAKFAST
2013/2014

I hope that you are all
having a great summer. Time flies and the
next session of Mens' Fellowship
Breakfasts will start on Monday 7
October.
The arrangements will be much the same
as before. The Breakfast starts at 8.15 at the
Bishopstrow House Hotel. It normally
ends by 9.30 after the talk, questions and
prayers. The car park is tight so car sharing
would be a great help. The cost of the
Breakfast has risen modestly to £8.50 but
we will still collect £10 so no change
overall. The Speaker will get a little less for
his Charity so we will put out a box for
donations if you would like to donate or
are persuaded to give more.

The Speaker on Monday 7 October will be
Mr Angus Macpherson, the Wiltshire
Police and Crime Commissioner. He will
talk about his plans for the Police Service
in the County and also discuss some of the
challenges. Should be interesting.
If you would like to attend please ring:
Simon Firth (850767) or Henry Collins
(850193)
Monday 7 October - 
Mr Angus Macpherson. Wiltshire Police
and Crime Commissioner
Monday 4 November -  
Bishop Crispian Hollis. Roman Catholic
Emeritus Bishop of Portsmouth
Monday 2 December -  
Mr John Smith
Monday 6 January - To be confirmed
Monday 3 February -    
The Right Reverend Edward Condry.
Bishop of Ramsbury
Monday 3 March - 
General Sir Roger Wheeler. 
Monday 7 April -  
Mr Richard Southwell QC
Please note that these dates may change but
if so will be well published.Great if you can
join us for these enjoyable events   

Best Wishes. Simon.

STEVE MARTIN 
CONSTRUCTION

GROUNDWORKS CONTRACTOR

WARMINSTER
WILTS

07909 867720
07540 840641

stevemartinconstruction@live.com

DRIVEWAYS  DRAINAGE  PATIOS  FOUNDATIONS

WELLINGTON2WATERLOO
BY BICYCLE

During 24-27 September, Michael and
Judith Hutchings will be cycling with
approximately 300 other volunteers, 230
backside-numbing miles from Wellington
Barracks, London to Waterloo in Belgium
to raise funds for the Grenadier Guard's
Colonel's Fund (Prince Phillip is the
Regiment's Colonel). The charity's aim is
to provide support to the many Grenadiers
wounded during 3 tours in Afghanistan,
and to the families who have had relatives
killed in action. You can find out more
about W2W by visiting
http://www.wellington2waterloo.co.uk.
If you would like to support us and this
very worthwhile cause please visit Judith's
JustGiving page:  www.justgiving.com/
Judith-Dando or make your donation
payable to The Colonel's Fund and pop it
into 68 High Street, Heytesbury. With very
many thanks for your generosity.



do we sustain and refresh ourselves day by
day, when we’re not on holiday? Or do we
just rely on those internal batteries lasting
out until we are next able to get away?
The same question applies even more, to
those who are unable to take holidays.

We all relax and refresh ourselves in
different ways. For the extrovert, they tend
to be the more social activities, meeting
with others, doing things together; sharing
a meal with friends or a pint in the
local pub, for instance. For the more intro-
verted, it may be sitting listening to some
good music, or going on a peaceful walk
in the countryside. It may be spending
‘quality time’ with our nearest and dearest,
reading, taking part in sport or watching
it. Not forgetting what is wonderfully now
called, ‘retail therapy’! And many, many
other ways too, of course. Whoever we
are, we need those times in life, not just
holidays, to relax and refresh ourselves –
to attend to our own well-being.

One of the aspects of our well-being, is
to look after the spiritual side of our
nature. We don’t have to be on holiday to
do this: some of us might do it by enjoying
the lovely countryside around us, some by
listening to music or enjoying art, for
example. Within the church, looking after
our spiritual selves is recognised as vitally
important: it’s about maintaining our
contact with God who made us, loves us,
and is always near to us. And at the heart
of building and developing our relationship
with God are prayer and worship. Some of
this is very personal and simply between us
as individuals and God: it’s about spending
time regularly in the presence of God. But
there’s also a corporate dimension to this,
which is about meeting with others for
prayer and worship. 

As always there is a wide variety of
services to choose from for anyone who
would like to join us; and there are Harvest
Festival services, for example, throughout
the Team later this month or at the begin-
ning of next. Everyone is warmly invited
and is very welcome at any of our services.

With my prayers for the
well-being of everyone who
lives and works in our villages.

M AG N A  C A RTA FLOWER
FESTIVAL, 2015.

Salisbury Cathedral will be organising a
major flower festival in September 2015,
entitled Magna Flora. All parish flower
arrangers are invited to take part. 
To register your interest, contact Susan
Branch on susan.branch@btinternet.com.
There will be a launch meeting in the
Cathedral in January 2014

housebound.
For those of us who have been able to

go away on holiday, unless things have gone
seriously wrong, it will have been a time
of relaxation and refreshment – in what-
ever form that takes for us. (It’s not that
living here in the Wylye Valley is a bad thing
– far from it! – how blessed we are to live
in this lovely place. It’s just that it’s often
good to get away from the normal routine
of life and from the expectations that are
on us day by day.) But when we come back,
we return refreshed and re-invigorated,
our internal batteries fully re-charged, and
ready for the regular pattern of life.

All of this begs a question though: how

M I N I S T RY  T E A M  L E T T E R

From John Tomlinson, The Rectory, Sutton Veny

Dear Friends
By the time this letter is being read,

many of us will have had the privilege of
being away on holiday during the summer.
For some people, that joy might be await-
ing, now that the schools are back, costs
are much lower and holiday places are
more quiet! I think it’s really important for
those of us who are able to take holidays to
remember what a privilege it is. Many
people are not able to go away on holiday:
because of lack of finances, for instance, or
because of family or work commitments,
or because people are elderly, infirm or

01373 813132

‘THE FRIENDS’ OF
HEYTESBURY, KNOOK

AND
TYTHERINGTON

CHURCHES

Friday 18 October – 
Codford Village Hall
6.30 pm for 7.00 pm 

£18.00 to include supper

Julie Summers, Author, Broadcaster
and Historian

‘Stranger in the House’

From 1945, more than four million
British servicemen were demobbed
and sent home after the most
destructive war in history. But both
the men themselves and the homes
they were returning to had changed.
Much has been written about men’s
experiences of the war but uniquely
Julie Summers focuses on the women’s
side of the story, women on the
receiving end of demobilization. 

Apply: Jane Howard-Vyse 
Tel 01985 840258 or 74 High Street,

Heytesbury BAI2 0ED

Cheques payable: The Friends of H K & T
Churches)    Reg’d Charity No 1083252

I .N.  NEWMAN LTD
Family Controlled independent

Funeral Directors

Private Chapels of Rest
24 Hour Care and Assistance

at a time of Bereavement

Nominated Funeral Director for:
Golden Charter Age Concern Help the Aged

Pre-payment funeral plan

MONUMENTAL MASONS

Griffin House,
55 Winchester Street Salisbury, SF1 IHL

Telephone: 01722413136



that night”.
In 1810 the first part of Ancient

Wiltshire was published. It is dedicated:”To
you, therefore Sir, who first projected the
plan of this history, and by your interesting
collections, and important discoveries,
encouraged me to pursue it, this work
is most gratefully and appropriately
dedicated by your sincere friend, etc.,
Richard Colt Hoare. Stourhead, 1 January,
1810”

Cunnington’s health was deteriorat-
ing. Hoare suggested arsenic as a cure for
headaches, while the vicar of Gretton
wrote: “I hope it is not yet too late to
derive much advantage from a more gen-
erous use of the grape.” Cunnington died
on 31st December 1810. He is buried in
Heytesbury churchyard. There is a memo-
rial stone in St. Katherine’s chapel, and a
print of Woodforde’s portrait hangs in the
vestry. Hoare bought his collections which
are now in Devizes museum. Ancient Wilt-
shire remains a very important contribu-
tion to English archaeology. Hoare wrote:
“He was the alpha of this publication; Fate
forbade that he should be the omega”.
“From Antiquary to Archaeologist is the title of
Robert H. Cunnington’s biography of his great
great grandfather.

Author  the late Maria Mayall

for people who have had a liberal education
like yourself; but I contend that the
information to be gathered from Roman
and Greek historians will afford little
information as data for illustrating Abury,
Stonehenge, Marden etc., the works of an
ancient people like the Celtic Britons.”
Hoare proclaimed, somewhat ambitiously:
“We speak from facts, not theory”.
Chronology was constrained by the general
acceptance of Archbishop Ussher’s opinion
that the world was created in 4004 B.C.

Cunnington’s principal diggers were
Stephen Parker of Heytesbury, and his
son John. By modern standards their
methods were haphazard, but they were a
considerable improvement on earlier
practice. Much was destroyed, but much
was preserved and recorded in
Cunnington’s collections. Expert advice
was sought. Animal bone was taken to the
local butcher for identification. Soils were
examined, complete sections dug, and an
attempt was made to understand the
meaning of the monuments and not just to
retrieve antiquities. Cunnington’s most
famous find was the Stonehenge urn, the
first example of a Deverel-Rimbury barrel
urn (c1,000 B.C.) now in Devizes
museum. Cunnington and Hoare opened
c.465 long and round barrows, and left
coins or tokens in them to be found by
future excavators. In 1803 Cunnington
opened the Upton Gold Barrow, and in
1804 he was working on the land of
another friend, Aylmer Bourke Lambert.
He opened the barrows at Corton, Boyton
and Sherrington.

Hoare was a frequent visitor. In 1808
he commissioned a portrait of Cunnington
by Samuel Woodforde which forms the
frontispiece of the first part of Ancient
Wiltshire, and is now in Devizes museum.
In 1809 he wrote: “ I beg you will give me
a piece of roast meat at two o’clock; and
I liked my bed so well at the Angel that I
beg you will bespeak it for me again for

William Cunnington was born near
Gretton in Northamptonshire, the second
of John and Elizabeth Cunnington’s six
children. At around the age of fourteen he
was given the Cooper family bible by his
maternal grandfather, and apprenticed to a
clothier or draper in, or near Warminster.
In 1772 he is listed as a member of the
Common Close Chapel, a Congregational
church in Warminster. Shortly afterwards
he moved to Heytesbury, and eventually
established his own business as a wool
merchant, mercer and draper. According
to Edith Olivier he lived in the Estate
House. In 1787 he married Mary, daughter
of Robert Meares of Wallbridge House,
Frome. She, and their three daughters
accompanied him on many of his later
expeditions.

Cunnington’s health was not strong.
It has been suggested that he suffered from
acromegaly, an abnormality of the pituitary
gland, which caused severe headaches. He
recorded that his doctors “told me I must
ride out or die. I preferred the former, and
thank God, though poorly, I am yet alive”.
Although self-educated, he was widely
read, and soon expanded his interests from
geology to antiquarianism and serious
archaeological research.

In 1798 Cunnington met the author
and antiquarian John Britton whom he
provided with details of his excavations. He
dug at Knook Castle, and under the fallen
stones at Stonehenge. He also obtained
permission to excavate the Roman villa at
Pitmead. In 1801 he was elected a fellow
of the Society of Antiquries, a rare honour
for someone with his background. He
made other contacts in the antiquarian
world including H.P. Wyndham, M.P. for
Wiltshire (whose sister was married to Sir
William a Court of Heytesbury House,),
and the Reverend William Coxe, rector of
Bemerton. On 24th March 1803, at the
latter’s instigation, Sir Richard Colt Hoare,
and his illustrator Philip Crocker called on
Cunnington at Heytesbury. Hoare agreed
to pay for the labourers’ expenses in a
programme of barrow excavations to be
supervised by Cunnington whose reports
would provide much of the source material
for the first volume of the History of
Ancient Wiltshire. It is dedicated to him.

Theories about the date and purpose
of barrows differed widely. Wyndham
thought that long barrows were the graves
of warriors slain in battle, because of their
scale and the disarticulation of the bones.
He also regarded the classical authors as
the best sources of information on ancient
British monuments. Cunnington wrote to
Hoare: “I have ever had the highest respect

“ F RO M  A N T I Q UA RY  TO  A R C H A E O L O G I S T ”

W i l l i a m  C u n n i n g t o n  1 7 5 4  –  1 8 1 0

Feel guilty leaving your dog home alone while you’re at work?     

Need someone to look after your horses, cats and rabbits
while you’re on holiday?

Experienced, insured, qualified, local company who delight
in providing your pets with the love and care when you’re not there.

Contact Jo at Wiltshire Pet Care on 01985 988268/07878754987 or visit
www.wiltshirepetcare.com

Please note:  Dogs, Horse, Cats, Rabbits, Chickens, Birds, Reptiles, Hamsters, Guinea Pigs all
catered for … sorry can’t look after Granny though! 



D O G  P O O P  P RO B L E M S ? !  

Do you own a dog?  (may be that should
read, “Are you owned by a dog?”)  
Most dog owners are responsible adults
who pay their council tax and parking
fines.  Some of these dog owners are well
respected within the community, have
important jobs, volunteer for local organ-
isations and are members of local clubs;
but that responsibility seems to end when
it comes to clearing up after their dog.
There are laws in place to encourage peo-
ple to pick up after their pooches. So why
do these responsible dog owners break the
law and breach this legislation daily?
I can understand why!  It’s hardly the most
pleasant job in the world! I mean the smell,

the texture and it’s so fresh it’s still disgust-
ingly warm. Truly a grim task by any ones
standards – so much so that even those
with the strongest of stomachs may find
themselves heaving. Of course there are
also people who think it beneath them to
stoop and pick up poo and would hate to
be seen carrying round a little bag with a
small parcel inside that is highly fragrant.
But does that moment of unpleasantness
during a dog owner’s walk bring any
comfort to the lady running to catch the
train to work who stepped in poo?  The
little boy running down to the park in
excitement who fell in it? Or the parents
of the little girl who has permanent eye
damage and is partially blind as a result of
Toxocariasis?
Puppies can produce as many as 100,000
roundworm eggs per gram of faeces. These
eggs can survive for up to THREE YEARS
in soil and it is younger children that are
predominantly at risk of infection due to
their weaker immune system. 
I recommend keeping your poo bags by
your dogs lead, making sure that your dog
is wormed every 3-6 months and making a
mental note of dog waste bins in the
vicinity that you walk your dog.
If you really can’t bring yourself to do it,
why not hire a responsible local pet
care business like Wiltshire Pet Care

(www.wiltshirepetcare.com) to walk your
dog for you – that way you are delegating
the task and your dog is making new
friends of the four and two legged variety
all in one go.
There are many responsible dog owners
out there who do pick up after their dogs.
If we all set that example, our children will
follow it and we will make the world a
cleaner, better and most importantly safer
place for them and our grandchildren to
live in.

Jo Middleton
Wiltshire Pet Care
01985 300398/ 07878754987

SARA WOODWARD
DOG GROOMING
CITY & GUILDS QUALIFIED

ALL BREEDS CONSIDERED
LOCAL PICKUP IF REQUIRED

CRUFTS 1ST PRIZE WINNER WITH OWN DOGS

01985 840573    
07754 963142
wylyevalley@btinternet.com

DAVID NOBLE
APPROVED ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

  • COMPLETE INSTALLATION
   • MINOR WORKS/REPAIRS
   • INTRUDER ALARMS
   • LIGHTING DESIGN
   • 24HR SERVICE
   • TESTING
T: 01985 214630  M: 07970 618232

E: dcnoble@btinternet.com
5 Swaldale Rd  Warminster  BA12 8FH

  DAVIS &
  LATCHAM

YOUR INDEPENDENT
LOCAL ESTATE AGENT

WITH EXPERIENCE
SPANNING FIVE DECADES

43 Market Place Warminster
Wilts BA12 9AZ
(01985) 846985

www.davislatcham.co.uk



What a summer it has been – and it’s not
over yet, they say. Hottest since 1976 when
the Guv’nor was a lad (well under 30 any-
way) and I delight in it as I love the
warmth. Turbo is a different matter alto-
gether as he has a luxurious fur coat that
doesn’t suit the heat. Serve him right for
being such a ‘teacher’s pet’ and for not let-
ting on that I have taught him everything
he knows. This is emulated in every house-
hold in the land that has children; first, no
parent will admit to having a favourite
child although it is obvious to me that the
one who is least trouble is just that and,
second, children never admit to having
learned anything from their siblings. Hang
on a tick – or ‘paws for thought’ – explain?
The Guv’nor reckons even schools that
should know better set an appalling exam-
ple these days, with a typical instance being
a message about a forthcoming field trip
from one of the grandchildren’s schools
warning about the perils this year of ticks
(and Limes Disease that might result from
picking up these nasty little insects). The
trouble was that the school spelled it ‘tic’
which he thought was a nervous twitch
some people have. ‘Get real’, he was told;
‘spelling doesn’t matter anymore as long
as the sense comes out clearly’. He then
bemoaned the drop in standards at our
schools for the next half hour and ranted

about such expressions as ‘Get real’ but I
am inclined to agree with him. What next,
I ask myself? Will dogs whoof for their
biskits?   
Turbo picks up ticks as they can cling on to
his long fur and then bury themselves into
his tasty young skin so he has to be in-
spected every day; he hates the process  –
until the biscuit tin is placed on the table
in front of him. The Guv’nor was
despatched to the Vet’s to buy one of those
plastic gadgets which hook underneath the
tick and then with a swift twist and a pull,
out comes the little fat blood-sucker with
head intact. He took Turbo up with him as
part of the ‘familiarity training’ regime
they occasionally remember to follow and
the little toe-rag swanned into the Vet’s as
if he owned it, haughtily ignoring the cat
that was safely locked away in its basket
and sitting quietly with its female owner.
The Guv’nor paid his three quid and
turned round to find that Turbo had pooed
on the waiting room floor – and right in
front of the cat (who probably wasn’t very
well anyway), to his acute embarrassment
and the disgust of the cat’s owner.
We went to the Boyton and Corton Fête
and were both entered in the Dog Show.
My dismay at not achieving a prize in the
Veterans’ Class was mitigated by the fact
that Turbo didn’t win anything in any of the

other classes either. This was unexpected,
actually, as his father is a Champion Dog
and his mother a beautiful bitch just like
me but with longer legs – and that usually
moves any male judge. I have mixed emo-
tions about the event; on the one hand I’m
upset but, on the other, Turbo had his
come-uppance. Sadly, there was no class
for ‘Grumpiest Owner’. He’d have won
that one hands down.       

D I G I T ’ S  D I A RY  ( o r  t h e  D o g  B l o g )  as narrated to David Shaw 

LARK RISE TO
CANDLEFORD

I'm recommending an old
favourite. Perhaps I should begin with
an apology to those who loved the
television series, because after seeing one
programme, I thought it a pale reflection
of the original: sentimental, sanitised and
adapted for relevance to the twenty first
century viewer.

The author, Flora Thompson, wrote her
autobiography as three books, which were
later published under the one title, and
apart from name changes (she is Laura)
there is nothing fictional about it. It is not
only genuine social history, but a splendidly
observant record of childhood (the best
part). Flora was born in 1876 to humble
and hard-working parents in north
Oxfordshire, the tiny hamlet Juniper Hill
(Lark Rise ), where now no houses remain,
but go to nearby Cottisford and you can sit
in the church pew near the open door
where Laura and brother Edmund looked
out at birds and butterflies during the long
service). Turn inwards and you see the list

of those killed in the 'Great' War- including
Edwin Timms (Edmund).

In the book, Laura, thought a plain, thin
girl, sees with the new eyes and ears of
a child, also with later insights into char-
acter: and there are eccentric characters
(yes I'm sure television made the most of
them). She describes life in the family End
House, (the wall plastered with newspaper
cuttings), with some humour; their home
was one down, two up, bigger than the
neighbours'.There are vivid descriptions of
harvest sports and games, of adult
conversations, of her father's political
views, of Laura's first trip, on a cart, to
Candleford(Buckingham) all of eight miles
away, and of school. Laura was shocked by
the teasing of the new teacher! She and
Edmund both won the only school prize, a
large calf-bound Book of Common Prayer,
given by the rector whose favourite
sermon was on the supreme right of the
social order...

Flora Thompson, having left school at
fourteen to become an assistant to the
village post mistress, was the author of

B O O K  R E V I E W

several books but it was the Lark Rise
trilogy, written in her fifties, which
brought her fame, taking the reader into
the lives, homes and countryside of an
already vanished world.  CH



SUMMER NEWSLETTER
FROM THE SURGERY 2013

We are currently basking in a mid summer
heat wave for the first time for some
summers. It seems a long time since I
wrote the last newsletter. 

NEW MEMBERS OF STAFF
We are delighted to welcome Dawn Long
to the Reception Team having worked
locally as a carer. She takes the place of
Penny Edmonds who has embarked on
retirement. We wish Penny well in her gar-
den nurturing her bees and thank her for
the many years of service at the Practice. 

Mandy Newland is also new to the
Reception Team. Mandy has been working
in the hospital as a Phlebotomist and will
continue to fulfil that role within the
Practice in addition to accompanying
Dominique, Dawn, Paula and Sheila in
Reception

Alison James has been working in the Eye
Clinic and prior to that was working as a
Practice Nurse in Devizes. Alison will be
honing her Practice Nurse skills over the
coming years and I am sure you will all
make her welcome.

FEEDBACK
We are fortunate at Codford in often
receiving positive feedback and thanks
from our Patients. We are very grateful for
this as it helps maintain morale and
certainly we feel that most of the time we
are working as a team hand in hand with
our patients in trying to achieve better
health care. Sometimes patients are kind
enough to write to us, this is particularly
the case where perhaps we have gone the
extra mile in helping someone. However,
we appreciate that our style of medicine
does not suit everybody and sometimes
despite our best efforts something goes
wrong. We would want Patients to feed-

B OY TO N / C O D F O R D / C O R TO N V i l l a g e  n e w s

back to us in either instance to enable us
to learn, change our Practice and
reconsider surgery services in the light of
that feedback. This can now be done online
with the NHS Choices website. If you have
access to a computer and feel that you have
a comment to make on the health care that
is offered at Codford Surgery then
please go to the NHS Choices website and
leave your comment whether it be to
compliment or to criticise. This can be
done anonymously. If you put NHS
Choices into Google and then search for
the Cherry Orchard Surgery you will find
that Cherry Orchard Surgery is one of the
options in addition to the Old Orchard
Surgery in Wilton. 

REPEAT PRESCRIPTION REQUESTS
As of the end of August, the email address
for Codford dispensary will no longer
work. We have taken this opportunity to
try to improve the online access to the
surgery for our patients that like to manage
their health needs online.

For those of you that don't know, we have
a relatively new website at www.
theorchardpartnership.co.uk. From here
you will be able to follow a link to order
your repeat prescriptions online and also
to book appointments directly if you wish.

All you need to do is request a user name
and password from the front desk in order
to log on to our online service (System
One).
We hope this new online facility will be
well-received. Certainly other practices
that use this process locally have found it a
great success. As ever any feedback will be
gratefully received!

THANK YOU

The church in Boyton and the Fane Hall
in Corton wish to record their deep
appreciation to all who came to their fete
on 6 July and gave it such good support.
You raised a magnificent total of a little
over £4,200 after expenses which will be
equally shared between the church and
hall.  

A very big thank you to you all. We hope
you enjoyed the day which fortunately was
blessed with perfect weather – no wind
to blow the tents down and no need for
brollies!

CARDS FOR 
GOOD CAUSES   

Time flies!  It will soon be time to buy
Christmas cards again, and where better
than our big sale of Charity Christmas
cards at Boyton. As always there will be a
huge choice of cards, as well as stocking
fillers, wrapping paper etc. 
This years sale will be at The Ginger
Piggery from Wednesday 23rd - Sat 26th
October inclusive. Please make a note in
your diary, book lunch in The Trough if you
wish, and bring your friends!

MACMILLAN
WORLD’S BIGGEST 
COFFEE MORNING

FRIDAY 27TH SEPTEMBER
8:30 -12:30

CODFORD VILLAGE HALL
IN THE SOCIAL CLUB

Do pop in for a coffee and a chat and lots
of cake!!!
Catching up with local people and
supporting an amazing charity.
Macmillan helps people suffering from
cancer their family and those who care for
them!

Contact Carola 850308
punchbowlfarm@sky.com 
Piggery from Wednesday 23rd - Sat 26th
October inclusive. 

GRIFFIN’S GARAGE
• Servicing & Repairs • Diagnostics
• MOT’s (also arranged for trucks)
• Breakdown & Recovery Service
• Onsite & Mobile Service
• Cars • Vans • Plant •Trailers • Machinery
• Collection & Delivery Available
• Loan Car, Van & 4x4 Available

01985 840 800  www.griffauto.co.uk
Hill Road - Sutton Veny - BA12 7AT
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PRODUCE STALL 
IN CHURCH

A big thank you to everyone who has
worked so hard to make the Produce Sales
such a success so far.

The weather earlier in the season meant we
were a bit behind with the garden produce,
but we have had a wonderful supply of
home made goodies and as a result we have
made on average the same as last year.

Please support us for the last two sales
on 7th and 14th September and make
Saturday mornings a lovely social event.

ST JOHN’S 
SOCIAL CALENDAR

Our monthly coffee morning will be
WEDNESDAY 11th September at 10.30am
and we invite everyone to join us to support
our charities of the year. Lots of homemade
cakes, savouries and preserves.

The Resting Post 
Bed & Breakfast

Angus & Felicity McLellan
67 High Street
Heytesbury
BA12 0ED
Tel: 01985 840204

www.therestingpost.co.uk
A Grade II Listed Period House 
offering friendly, en suite rooms.

at the 

Hospital of St John

10.am  till 12 noon

All the usual stalls
ROYAL BRITISH LEGION

WOMENS SECTION
HEYTESBURY

Our next meeting is on 25th September.
Our Speaker this month is P.C. Caroline
Wright, our local Community Police
Officer, who will talk about her work
which should be a very interesting talk.
We meet in the Resident's Hall of the
Hospital of St John at 2.30p.m. 
Visitors always welcome."

Wren House
Residence for the Retired and Elderly

Wren House in Warminster is a long-established, elegant retirement home,
specialising in individual care in gracious surroundings.

Having just thirteen rooms, each with a private bathroom, we are able to
offer the ambience of a family home, together with caring staff and the
facilities to enable our residents to grow old with dignity.

Mrs Ellie Simmonds, Manager
Wren House Limited, 32 Vicarage Street, Warminster BA12 8JF

Tel: 01985 212578

Plumtr__ Join_ry
Bespoke Joinery and furniture,

Carpentry and Woodworking

Also

Maintenance and Renovation

20 years experience

Free Estimates No job too small

Contact David 

onTel:07816 922518

e-mail
plumtreejoinery@btinternet.com

E.G. MARTIN LTD
WESTBURY (01373)

822784 / 864676



supply! At this time of course Ragwort is
rampant and together with tall spires of
sorrel it makes the grazing land look very
poor. I believe it is not harmful to cattle
but hugely dangerous for horses and it is
an anxiety to see them on poor grazing
with ragwort present. Some horses do get
a very raw deal.

It is so wonderful to see gardens alive
with bees and butterflies too. Our lavender
and now the hollyhocks are a frenzy of
activity and it is a delight. Opulent peacock
butterflies bask on warm stones and cluster
on the buddleia jostled by industrious bees.
In the Great Ridge wood flowers on the
brambles are starred with stunning copper
coloured butterflies. I thought they should
be called Large Coppers but find they are
Silver Washed Fritillaries. When they close
their wings the underside shows silver
grey. There are clouds of small butterflies
too and I am told that those are Skippers.
Again we need a gentler Winter this year
to help these beleaguered species. A recent
television programme looked at the
decline in bees. Interesting that in towns
and urban areas they appear to do better.
Hardly surprising when one compares
flower rich gardens with the mono-culture
that so often is the rural scene. In an ideal
world all the hectares of arable land would
be bordered with a margin of wild flower
mix, that might go some way towards put-
ting things right. In that same programme
a bee keeper was augmenting his depleted
hives with imports from Italy (or was it
Spain). I wonder at the wisdom of that
when we look at the result of importing
ash trees.

Flowers in the church have been
lovely this Summer. It is good to see,
when locking up, that they have been
remembered and that fresh flowers are on
the altar. In the churchyard I feared that
badgers were moving in so deep was their
excavation. In desperation I sprinkled some
pepper and was relieved to see, a day or
two later that a cobweb had been spun over
the entrance. Bob Beagley has since filled
it in and sown grass seed. Mrs Chivers had
a visitation from Brock who knocked over
some milk bottles during the night. I am
not sure if they were full!

Hats off for Charlie and Rosie Thomas
of Spring Head. They completed the
hundred mile London Cycle Ride and with
two small children and so many demands
on their time making training very difficult
that was a huge achievement. Their chosen
charity was the Wiltshire Bobby Van Trust,
very well done. BL

really welcomed by the Food Bank for
distribution.

Last month I mentioned the dearth of
grasshoppers. Out on the Plain at the end
of July I put my rucksack down on the
grass and behold, a beautiful green
grasshopper alighted. In an area such as
that where no pesticide or herbicide
corrupts, there is a rich variety of wildlife
in all its forms. Not rich in Barn Owls this
year however, it is the worst year that Nigel
has recorded and reflects the losses of last
year due to torrential in June followed by
the heavy rainfall in January and February
this year and the bitter cold March and
April. This caused a massive decline in the
ground mammal population and those owls
that survived were not fit enough to breed.
Conditions are better now, all we need is
some normal weather for the remainder of
Summer and a reasonable Winter.

The intense heat of our Summer must
have made stock management a nightmare.
Huge dairy herds require a huge amount of
grazing. Last month I mentioned the
wealth of wild flowers to be seen on
the bank leading up past the chalk pit in
Sherrington Bottom. I went back a day or
two later to find that cattle had been there
and pronounced them not only beautiful
but delicious! How could I grudge them
such a treat when grass was in such short

Summer’s end but still we are having
golden days. In the mornings and the
evenings there is that hint of Autumn in the
air and one afternoon last week the sky
above the village was thronged with House
Martins. We have had so few this Summer
but there they were, gathering all ready to
move South, numbers increased by this
year’s young and travellers from the
North. It is exciting to see them but I am
always saddened, thinking of what lies
ahead for them such lightweight little
beings to take on such a journey.

The land stretches under the sun, a
tawny lion skin of ripening corn and
already the combines lumber across fields.
The race to gather in has begun and after
last year let us hope the weather is benign.
I happened to be in Avebury at the
beginning of August and there was a
celebration of Lammas Tide. In Medieval
times (and beyond) the beginning of
Harvest was marked and here in Avebury
on 4th August was a similar event, long
robes, garlands, folk drums, all gentle
pastoral stuff. Our Harvest Thanksgiving is
celebrated when the Harvest is completed.
In Sherrington church this year it will be
on 6th October at six o’clock, BCP.
As is the practice now we give tinned and
packet food. Not as colourful as the fruit
and vegetables of previous years but

S H E R R I N G TO N V i l l a g e  n e w s

When contacting advertisers please 
tell them that you read about them 

in the Parish News! !



SUTTON VENY              V i l l a g e  n e w s

W Y LY E  VA L L E Y  
F L OW E R  C L U B

We will meet on Tuesday 10th September
for a demonstration by Beryl Gady on a

“Mystery Tour”

Saturday 12th October

7pm

Sutton Veny Village Hall 

Supper Included

DRINKS
Please Bring your own

ADULTS: £5.00
CHILDREN: below 12 yrs £2.50

Proceeds In Aid Of Church Restoration Fund

Phone To Book Supper: 840090, 840953, 841160, 840394
     •  Caring, friendly team

     •  Saturday appts available

     •  Tooth whitening

     •  Implants

     •  Orthodontics

     •  Cosmetic dentistry

     •  Sedation for nervous patients

1 Station Road

Warminster  BA12 9BR

Tel:01985 212777

e:info@wylyevalleydentistry.co.uk

www.wylyevalleydentistry.co.uk

'H
a
ve

a
healthy smile

fo
r
lif

e
'

COMPUTER SOLUTIONS
01722 790623

EXPERT COMPUTER
SERVICES. OVER 30 YEARS

EXPERIENCE

1 to 1 TRAINING IN THE COMFORT
OF YOUR HOME. ALL AGES &   
EXPERIENCE CATERED FOR.

REPAIRS, UPGRADES, SALES,
INSTALLATION, PRE PURCHASE 

ADVICE.

APPLE OR PC, LAPTOP OR
DESKTOP.

Manor Farm Veterinary Surgery
New Road, Codford, Warminster BA12 0NS

Accredited by the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons
Principal: Margaret Collins MA BSc VetMB MRCVS

Tel: 01985 850752 for an appointment or advice

Welcome to our lovely, purpose built surgery
for pets and working dogs.
We give excellent diagnostic and surgical skills
in a calm, friendly atmosphere and care for our
patients as we would like our animals to be
cared for.

www.manorfarmvets.co.uk
24hour emergency cover



S E P T E M B E R
                                                                                                                                                           

                                                                      
                CHURCH TIME       SERVICE
                                           
1st                     Sutton Veny 8.00am           Holy Communion (BCP)
14th Sunday        Upton Lovell 9.30am           Holy Communion 
after Trinity        Codford St. Mary 10.00am         Family Service
                          Heytesbury 11.00am         Parish Communion Choir
                               
8th                     Codford St. Mary 9.30am           Patronal Festival 
                                                Parish Communion
15th Sunday        Norton Bavant 9.30am           Holy Communion (BCP)
after Trinity        Sutton Veny Village Hall 10.00am         Family Service 
(The Blessed       Boyton 11.00am         Patronal Festival  
Virgin Mary)                            Parish Communion Choir
                          Knook 11.00am         Parish Communion
                               
15th                   Codford St. Mary 8.00am           Holy Communion (BCP)
16th Sunday        Tytherington 8.00am           Holy Communion (BCP)
after Trinity        Heytesbury 10.00am         Family Service
                          Codford St. Peter 11.00am         Parish Communion Choir
                          Sutton Veny 11.00am         Parish Communion
                          Manor Farm Vets 3.00pm          Pet Service
                          Upton Lovell 6.00pm          Evensong (BCP)
                               
22nd                  Boyton 8.00am           Holy Communion (BCP)
17th Sunday        Heytesbury 8.00am           Holy Communion (BCP)
after Trinity        Codford St. Peter 9.30am           Parish Communion
                          Norton Bavant 11.00am         Harvest Festival
                          Sutton Veny 11.00am         Matins (BCP) Choir
                          Upton Lovell 11.00am         Parish Communion
                                                
29th                    Manor Farm, Codford 11.00am         TEAM SERVICE Choir
St. Michael & All Angels                       

W E D D I N G S
7th September at Norton Bavant      14th September at Sutton Veny

UPPER WYLYE VALLEY TEAM CHURCH SERVICES    

MID WEEK CELEBRATION
of HOLY COMMUNION

Each Wednesday at 9am 
at St Peter’s Church, Codford 

(30min) service.

MORNING PRAYER

We welcome you to share in
prayers for the Church, Nation,

the World, the Sick, for others as
well as ourselves.

Tuesday 8am  
Heytesbury

Wednesday 8.30am
St. Peter's  Codford

Thursday 8am  Upton Lovell
Friday 8am  Sutton Veny

THE HOSPITAL OF  ST. JOHN
CHAPEL SERVICES

Sundays at 10.30am 
Eucharist with hymns 

Wednesdays at 10am 
Holy Communion (1662)

Visitors are always welcome 

Chaplains
Rev’d David Walters 01980 620038  
Rev'd Anne Bennett-Shaw 840339

St George's Catholic Church
31 Boreham Rd, Warminster, BA12 9JP

01985 212329

Masses:
Saturday 6.00pm 

Sunday 
8.00am and 10.00 am

St Mary's Mass Centre in Mere:
Sunday 5.00pm

Parish Priest: Fr. Tom Smith

Attached Priests: 
Fr. Raymond Hayne 
Fr. Malcolm Ferrier

Sutton Veny House Nursing Home

For 24 hr 

Nursing care

Please telephone 

01985 840224 

for details

BARTERS PLANT CENTRE
Friendly local Nursery and Plant Centre

Fresh plants grown on our Nursery
Free advice and plenty of parking

Open Mon - Thur 9.00 - 5.00 
(winter 4.30pm)

Fri & Sat 9.00 - 5.30
(winter 5pm)

Sundays 10.30 - 4.30
Just off A36 in Chapmanslade,

Westbury, Wilts
Tel: 01373-832694
www.barters.co.uk

Ridgers-Steer Electrical
All Aspects of Domestic Electrics
Extra sockets
Lighting
Fuse boards
Garages
No job to small     NO VAT

Part-P Registered

T: 01985 840414  M: 07534 262633



U S E F U L  C O N TAC T  N U M B E R S

Please telephone 840339 to change or include a contact number – we would be grateful for any suggestions to the update

TEAM RECTOR: The Rev’d John Tomlinson 840014  email: johnandclare-atuwvt@tiscali.co.uk  (day off Monday)
ASSOCIATE PRIESTS:The Rev'd Anne Bennett-Shaw 840339  revannebennettshaw@btinternet.com  The Rev'd Ian Duff 850291 
email: giandsduff@waitrose.com  The Rev'd Diana Hammond 841185  email: roger.hammond12@virginmedia.com  (day off Saturday)
The Rev'd Jane Shaw 850141 email: shawjane2005@gmail.com   The Rev’d Adrian Pollard 846536 email: ade.pollard@gmail.com

LICENSED LAY MINISTERS:  Katherine Venning 840283  
C H U R C H WA R D E N S

Boyton: Susanna Maitland 851191  Robert Mayall 850478  Codford St Mary: Jane Collins 850200  Bridget Lorimer 850201
Codford St Peter: Sue Poolman 850490  Anthony Bainbridge 851079  Heytesbury: Tina Sitwell 840556  Joe Charlesworth 840184

Knook: Michael Pottow 850776  Norton Bavant: Edward Moore 840420  John Acworth 840134
Sherrington: Betty Lewis & Nigel Lewis 850496  Sutton Veny: John Stidolph 840538  Mrs Annabel Elliot 841267

Tytherington: Caroline Lester-Card 840022  Upton Lovell: Richard Southwell 850252 Sara Barrett 850253
L AY  PA S TO R A L  A S S I S TA N T S

Codford: Henry Collins 850193  Jane Collins 850200  Carola Puddy 850308  Norton Bavant: Didee Acworth 840134
Heytesbury: Anne Hawkins 840592  Penny Atkin-Berry 840651  Roger Hammond 841185 Alison Tebbs 841192  

Sutton Veny: Clare Tomlinson 840014  Judy Cooper 840953
Upton Lovell: Sue Bray 850702  Belinda Southwell 850252

We advise you to keep the back page because we cannot always guarantee to have space for this. Tear it off and pin it to your kitchen board!

PRIMARY SCHOOLS      
Wylye Valley School, Codford:  Head Teacher: Mrs D Downing 850461
Heytesbury C of E Primary School 840429
Sutton Veny:                   Head Teacher:  Mrs Racheal Brotherton 840428 
                                    www.suttonveny.wilts.sch.uk
HYPO                        www.hypo-2010.kk5.org   Vanessa Sturmey  850447        
ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
Heytesbury Branch:         Women's Section:  Mrs P. Sincock 840730
Codford Branch:             Sir William Mahon  850586
SPORTS CLUBS
Badminton Club
Codford:                        Dominique Beagley 850952
Cricket Clubs
Heytesbury & Sutton Veny:         Chairman:  Justin Wagstaff     840782 
                                             Secretary:  Steve Bradley 841369 
Football Clubs
Codford:                        Jason Blandford   850159     
Tennis Club     Codford: Chairman:  David Delius 850780
                                    Secretary:  Susanna Quarrelle   851149
SOUTH WEST WILTSHIRE CONSERVATIVE ASSOCIATION
Upper Wylye valley Branch              Dennis Trudgett                                 840212
ST JOHN'S HOSPITAL Administrator 840441
SUTTON VENY FLOWER SHOW Chairman:  Julia Tuff 840382
FANE HALL CORTON    Bookings:  Tina Kerr  850373
SUTTON VENY VILLAGE HALL
                                    Chairperson:  Gay Woods   840057
                                    Newsletter:  Colin Baker 840033
Booking/Hire of Hall: Mr & Mrs Dennis Trudgett   840212
UPTON LOVELL VILLAGE HALL
Booking of hall:  Ros Coombs, Middle Farm, 24 Upton Lovell 851277
WEBSITES                     HEYTESBURY www.heytesburyparish.co.uk
                                    NORTON BAVANT               www.nortonbavant.co.uk
                                    SUTTON VENY www.suttonveny.co.uk
WOMEN'S INSTITUTE
Sutton Veny:                   President:  Christine Hirst 840394
WOOLSTORE THEATRE CODFORD Christine Powell    850498
WYLYE VALLEY FLOWER CLUB Mrs H. Yates 215617

The Parish News is printed by Westbury Print    Tel: 01373 825455

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT     Dr Andrew Murrison MP 01225 358584
UNITORY WILTSHIRE COUNCILLORS
                                    Andrew Davis 217431

                               Mr Christopher Newbury 01373 822508
                                    Fleur de Rhe-Philipe 213193
PARISH COUNCIL        Clerk: Krys Berry    850443

Boyton/Corton               Chairman: Caroline Wheatley-Hubbard 850208
Codford:                        Clerk:Louis Hoareau 851002
                                    Chairman: Colin Beagley 850952
Heytesbury:                    Chairman: Ann Perry    841474
                                    Clerk: Catherine Reade 841087
                                    www.heytesburyparish.co.uk
Sutton Veny:                   Clerk: Melissa Atyeo 840821
                                    Chairman: Stephen Oxlade 841026
                                     Email: stephen.oxlade@btinternet.com
Upton Lovell                  Clerk: Nigel Porch 306821
                                    Chairman Jon Perrett   850851
CODFORD GARDENING CLUB Karen Johnstone 850258
CODFORD HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Sir William Mahon 850586  or Sally Thomson 850339 
CODFORD VILLAGE HALL: Chairman: Jim McDonald 851143
                                    Bookings: Mary Jones 850086 
COMMUNITY (POLICE) BEAT MANAGER
PC Vicki Pegrum  Vicki.pegrum@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk 
telephone                    non emergency number 101 
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
Codford:                        Mike Davidson 850549
Corton:                         John Rigby 850303
Heytesbury:                   Peter Andrews 840517
Norton Bavant:              Gordan Evans 840559
Sherrington:                  Major Nigel Lewis 850496
Sutton Veny:                   Dr Peter Strangeways 840403
PARISH CHOIR             Mrs A Goodman 840180
PARISH NEWS COMMITTEE Chairman:David Shaw 850372  
PARENT AND TODDLER AND PRE-SCHOOL GROUPS
Codford Caterpillars:      Kim West 851030
Heytesbury/Heytesbury Hedgehogs: Annette Pulvertaft 840798
Sutton Veny:                   Mrs Gay Woods 840057

ADVERTISING AND EDITORIAL
The Parish News relies on and is very grateful
to all advertisers without whom the  magazine
could not be produced. Prospective advertisers
should contact Anne Bennett-Shaw on
840339 or e-mail revannebennettshaw@
btinternet.com
However the Parish News does not endorse any
of the products or services advertised and takes
no responsibility, howsoever caused, for any
disappointment, accident or injury resulting
from purchase or involvement.
We welcome contributions on any subject
but reserve the right to edit to fit. All editorial
copy and advertising should be sent to
revannebennettshaw@btinternet.com by 10th
of previous month.

J & G Vehicle Repairs LTD
Stephens Way

Warminster  Business Park
Bath Road Warminster Tel:01985 216990

Service and repairs to all makes of vehicles

Specia l is ts  in  4X4 
Auto e lectr ics  -  A ir  Condi t ioning

MOTs:-  
Class 1V (cars and light goods)

Class V11 (vehicles from 3,000 to 3,500 kg)

Collection and delivery by arrangement


